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[al-Bukhari] by sacrificing mine, I would have done so 
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death would result in the loss of knowledge.” 


(Baghdadi, Tarikh Baghdad, 2:345) 
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Translator’s Preface 


It was a momentous occasion for Aba Hatim al-Harawi (d. 368 AH) 
when, after tireless effort and dedication, he had officially completed 
the reading of Sahih al- Bukhari to his teacher. As the recitation of the 
Sahth concluded, he asked his teacher, “Did Firabri himself recite 
every hadith to you?” To Aba Hatim’s dismay, the teacher replied, 
“No, rather we heard the hadiths being recited to him.” Unaware 
of this, Aba Hatim up until this point had prefaced the reading of 
each hadith with the words “Firabri narrated to you.” While such 
minutiae in the transmission process may have been trivial to many, 
for Aba Hatim it fell far short of the scholarly integrity requisite for 
narrating Prophetic hadiths. Thus, as a timeless gesture of fidelity and 
commitment, he recited the entire Sahih to his teacher once more, 
only this time with the appropriate phrase of transmission." 

This meticulous approach to transmitting sacred knowledge is also 
displayed in the case of Sa‘d ibn ‘Ali al-Qadi. In 475 aH, he claimed 
that he heard Sahih al-Bukhdri via one link from Firabri, who had 
passed away 120 years prior. This farfetched claim was enough of a 
reason for Sa‘d’s contemporaries to declare him a liar.’ 

Muslims rightfully pride themselves on preserving their sacred 
sources. This is evidenced by the countless volumes produced by 
scholars documenting the lives of thousands of hadith narrators 
found in the chains of transmission (isnad). For example, a researcher 
can easily access the biographical accounts of all the narrators whom 
Imam Bukhari (d. 256 aH) cites in his Sahih. Not only that, scholars 


1 Baghdadi, Kifayah, 303-304. 
2 Dhahabi, Mizan al-I'tidal, 2:124; Ibn Hajar, Lisan al-Mizan, 4:32. 
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even preserved the biographical details of those who transmitted 
the Sahih from its author in subsequent generations. Ibn Nugtah’s 
(d. 629 AH) at-Taqyid li-Ma’rifat Ruwat as-Sunan wa 'l-Masanid, for one, 
systematically documents the lives of those who transmitted these 
works. By extension, the authorship of Hadith literature became 
definitively known to the point that Ibn as-Salah (d. 643 ax) states 
that the major Hadith books have circulated too widely to be tam- 
pered with or interpolated, let alone have their authorship doubted: 
Whilst acknowledging this unparalleled scholarship, Aloys Sprenger 
(d. 1893) writes, “There is no nation nor has there been any like these 
[Muslims] which has, during twelve centuries, recorded the life of 
every man of letters.” * 

It can easily be said that no compilation of hadith has garnered 
scholarly attention as Imam Aba ‘Abdillah Muhammad ibn Ismail 
al-Bukhari’s magnum opus, al-Jami‘ al-Musnad as-Sahih al-Mukhtasar 
min Umar Rasalillah wa Sunanihi wa Ayyamihi, commonly referred 
to as Sahth al-Bukhari2 This work was the result of sixteen years of 
relentless effort. With at least 400 scholarly works that expound on 
the text and 2000 extant manuscripts written in various periods of 
history to its name, there is hardly a book in human history that has 
received as much care and attention as Sahih al-Bukhari.' 

One of the most thorough scholarly projects concerning Sahih 
al-Bukhari occurred around the year 666 AH, when a renowned 
Levantine Hadith scholar, Sharaf ad-Din al-Yanini (d. 701 aH), headed 


i  Ibnas-Salah, Mugaddimah, 17. 

2 Sprenger, Foreword, in A Biographical Dictionary of Persons Who Knew Mohammed, 1:1. 
He then writes, “If the biographical records of the Musalmans were collected, we should 
probably have accounts of the lives of half'a million of distinguished persons, and it would 
be found that there is not a decennium of their history, nor a place of importance which 
has not its representatives.” Notwithstanding that half a million is an exaggeration, there 
isno doubt that Islamic civilization is peerless in this accomplishment. See Aba Ghuddah, 
Lamahat, 163. 

3. Bukhari, as reflected in this text, is often referred to as Aba ‘Abdillah or 
Muhammad ibn Isma‘il. 

4 Husayni, Ithaf al-Qari bi-Matrifat Juhiid wa A’mal al-Ulama’ ala Sahih al-Bukhari, 6; 
al-Fahras ash-Shamil li ’t-Turath al-Arabi al-Islami al-Makhtat, 493—-56s. 
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a legendary audition of Sahih al-Bukhari in Damascus. With the aid 
of the celebrated linguist Ibn Malik (d. 672 aH), Yunini convened a 
gathering of scholars who utilized a variety of critically-acclaimed 
manuscripts of the Sahih for cross-reference in order to produce a 
meticulously authenticated version of the Sahih. This was one of the 
most awe-inspiring episodes of literature-preservation in history. 
Subsequently, the historian and scribe Shihab ad-Din an-Nuwayri 
(d. 733 AH) transcribed several copies of what became known as the 
Yininiyyah, one of which is found in the Képriilii library in Istanbul. 

The late Dr Mustafa al-A‘zami produced a facsimile edition of 
Nuwayri’s manuscript of Sahih al-Bukhari for the benefit of a wider 
readership. He prefaced the manuscript with an introduction in 
Arabic that serves as a useful starting point for anyone interested 
in advancing their knowledge of the Sahih and its author. This 
introduction can be divided into three chapters. The first chapter 
explores Imam Bukhari’s biography and oeuvre. It then proceeds to 
important discussions on the modus operandi of his Sahih, addressing 
key issues such as criteria of narrator-selection, stages of compilation 
and recensions. The first chapter concludes with an extensive list of 
transmitters and sub-transmitters of the Sahih. The second chapter 
sheds light on the role of the isnad system in Islamic scholarship, 
with specific reference to the preservation of the Hadith literature. 
Here the author cites his personal chain of transmission for Sahih 
al-Bukhari leading back to Imam Bukhari. The third chapter delves 
into the Yaniniyyah manuscript of Sahih al-Bukhari. The author pro- 
vides biographical information on the manuscript’s eponym, details 
secondary and tertiary copies, and reproduces the reading certificates 
and appended material on the manuscript. 

The original Arabic introduction to Dr A‘zami’s edition was 
preceded by a partial English translation by his son Anas. However, 
there was a need to complete the translation, annotate relevant pas- 
sages, and add appendices in order to refine the introduction. The 
present work hopes to accomplish this need. To make the work 
more reader-friendly, an idiomatic translation has been adopted and 
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liberties have been taken in omitting and rearranging passages. The 
original footnotes and references have been retained, even if the 
edition used by Dr A‘zami is unknown or the page references are not 
altogether clear. Notes were added to the relevant areas to provide 
clarity and supplemental material; these were placed in square brack- 
ets and marked with “Trans.” I have added two appendices to make 
the work more comprehensive: the first establishes the reliability of 
the Sahth’s primary transmitter, Muhammad ibn Yasuf al-Firabri (d. 
320 AH), and the second discusses an invaluable manuscript of the 
Sahih that was transcribed by the Indian lexicographer Radi ad-Din 
as-Saghani (d. 650 aH). 

Translating and annotating this introduction has been a wonderful 
and edifying experience, but it was not without its challenges. Jam 
indebted to many people who have made this process easier. My dear 
friend Maulana Haroon Anis has always been an invaluable resource 
for deciphering abstruse passages and providing relevant reading 
material. Andrew Booso was readily available to share editorial advice. 
I cannot put into words the immense support that I received from 
my beloved wife from the moment I began this project. Without 
her encouragement, patience and charismatic presence, this transla- 
tion would have never seen the light of day. Despite her pregnancy, 
she affectionately catered to my needs and patiently bore with me 
as I spent countless hours typing away in translation and research. 
Thereafter, our baby daughter Husna proved to be an excellent 
assistant (in her own unique way) during the final phase of editing 
the translation. It goes without saying that my parents’ sacrifices and 
prayers are the only reason I am able to do the little that I do. May 
Allah reward all of them with the best of this life and the Hereafter! 
All that is correct is from Allah, and all shortcomings are from me. 


MUNTASIR ZAMAN 
February 2019 | Dallas, Texas 
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Chapter 1 


IMAM BUKHARIS LIFE AND TIMES 


After an intermission in sending prophets, Allah @ sent Muhammad @ 
and thereby sealed the institution of prophethood. He universalized 
his message for all of creation—including jinn and mankind, Arab 
and non-Arab—and made it unrestricted by the limits of time and 
place. Through His sheer mercy and kindness, Allah & has-taken the 
responsibility of preserving His Book from all forms of adulteration, 
for He states, “We have sent down the Qur'an Ourself, and We Ourself 
will guard it.”* Furthermore, He directed towards it the hearts of His 
sincere believing slaves, the pious and righteous. Thus, they remain 
occupied with it during the hours of the night and throughout the 
day in memorization, teaching, correct pronunciation of its verses, 
ritual recitation, contemplation, study and practice. 

Allah’s direct promise to protect His Book entails an indirect 
promise to protect His Prophet’s Sunna, because it elucidates and 
clarifies [the Book] as well as having legislative authority itself. Allah 
says, “We have sent down the message to you too [Prophet], so that 
you can explain to people what was sent for them, so that they may 
reflect.” While describing His Prophet, He says, “And who makes 
good things lawful to them and bad things unlawful.” Just as Allah 
enlisted His bondsmen to protect His Book, He also enlisted many 


1 Sorat al-Hijr, 9. 
2  Sirat an-Nahl, 44. 
3 Sarat al-A‘raf, 157. 
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attentive, sincere, righteous and pure individuals—the likes of whom 
in their purity were never witnessed by the heavens —for the service 
of His Prophet’s Sunna through study, practice, preservation and 
dissemination. 

Hundreds of thousands of the greatest of this civilization have 
sacrificed their lives for the service of the Prophetic Sunna. Allahé 
created them for this purpose, so he endowed them with phenom- 
enal memory, granted them sincerity, made the pen subservient 
to them, put time in their service, and conferred blessings in their 
lives and deeds. As a result, a voluminous and unparalleled library 
of Hadith was produced. They diversified their methods in the field 
by utilizing every means at their disposal.’ To proceed: it was in this 
academic atmosphere that Imam Bukhari & was born in a house of 


knowledge and piety. 


Family 

[His grandfather was] Ibrahim ibn al-Mughirah ibn Bardizbahal-uff. 
Mughirah embraced Islam at the hands of al-Yaman al-Ju‘fi, who was 
the governor of Bukhara and the grandfather of the Hadith scholar 
‘Abdullah ibn Muhammad ibn Ja‘far ibn Yaman al-Ju‘fi al-Musnidi.’ 

In Kitab ath-Thigat, Ibn Hibban includes Isma‘il ibn Ibrahim, 
Bukhari’s father, and states, “He narrates from Hammad ibn Zayd and 
Malik, and the Iraqis narrate from him.” In at- Tarikh al-Kabir, Bukhari 
writes, “Isma‘il ibn Ibrahim ibn al-Mughirah heard from Malik and 
Hammad ibn Zayd, and he accompanied Ibn al-Mubarak.” In Tarikh 
al-Islam, Dhahabi writes, “Bukhari’s father was among the scrupulous 
scholars. He narrated from Aba Mu‘awiyah and others. Ahmad ibn 

1 On the diverse styles of authorship adopted by the Hadith scholars, see Kattanl’s 
ar-Risalah al-Mustatrafah fi Bayan Mashhar Kutub as-Sunnah al-Musharrafah. 

2 [Isma‘il al-‘Ajlini (d. 1162 aH) writes that he did not come across any mention 
of Imam Bukhari getting married, let alone having any children. See ‘Ajlani, Idaat 
al-Badrayn, 3. On the other hand, Bakr ibn Munir relates an incident involving Bukhari 
and “his son Ahmad.” See Baghdadi, Tarikh Baghdad, 6:156; Dhahabi, Si 'yar Alam an-Nubala’, 
12:447. However, al-Hakim clearly states that Bukhari and Muslim left behind no male 
offspring. See al-Hakim, Marifat Ulim al-Hadith, 51. Trans.] 

3 Thigat, 8:98. 
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Jefar and Nasr ibn al-Husayn narrated from him.” Ishaq ibn Ahmad 
ibn Khalaf said that he heard Bukhari say, “My father heard from 
Malik ibn Anas, saw Hammad ibn Zayd, and shook hands with Ibn 
al-Mubarak using both hands.”? Ahmad ibn Hafs states, “I came to 
Aba ‘l-Husayn Isma‘ll ibn Ibrahim during his final moments and he 
said, ‘I do not know of a single dirham from all my assets that was 
earned through dubious means.’” 

It was into this family of piety and knowledge that Imam Bukhari 
was born on the 13 Shawwél 194 Au after the Jumu‘ah prayer in 
Bukhara. Muhammad ibn Ahmad al-Balkhi relates from his father 
that Muhammad ibn Isma‘il lost his sight during his childhood. His 
mother then had a dream of Ibrahim #2 who gave her glad tidings, 
“Indeed, Allah has restored your son’s sight.” He lost his father at a 
young age and was reared by his righteous mother. Allah blessed him 
with a miraculous memory, just as He inspired him to be particular 
with his time. Bukhari began writing at an early age. By age of 
eighteen, he authored Qadaya as-Sahabah wa ’t-Tabiin (Verdicts of the 
Companions and the Successors). There are countless works, lengthy 


and brief, to his name. 


Travels, Study and Authorship 
Muhammad ibn Abi Hatim al-Warraq, Bukhari’s copyist, states, 


I asked Aba ‘Abdillah Muhammad ibn Isma‘il al-Bukhari, “How 
did you begin your study of Hadith?” He replied, “I was inspired to 
memorize hadiths while I was still in school.” 

Correcting his teacher: | then asked, “How old were you?” He said, “I 


1 Tarikh al-Islam, 19:239. 

2 Siyar Alam an-Nubala’, 12:393; Tabagat ash-Shafi'iyyah al-Kubra, 2:213. 

3 Siyar Alam an-Nubala’, 12:393; Huda as-Sari, 478. [Huda as-Sari is Hafiz Ibn Hajar 
al‘Asqalini’s prolegomenon to Fath al-Bari, his commentary on Sahih al-Bukhari. The title 
of the prolegomenon is commonly vowelized as Hady as-Sari, but the correct vowelization 
is Huda as-Sari. This is based on Ibn Hajar’s handwritten vowelization of the title in one of 
the manuscripts of the book. Moreover, the word hudd is linguistically more appropriate 
than hady in this context. See the editor’s preface to the ar-Risalah al‘Alamiyyah edition of 
Fath al-Bari (2013) 1:38; ‘Awwamah, annotations on al-Madkhal ila ‘Ilm as-Sunan, 2:615. Trans.} 
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was ten years old or younger. I left school when I was ten. I frequented 
the study-circle of Dakhili and others. One day while teaching, 
Dakhili said, “Sufyan, from Abi ’z-Zubayr, from Ibrahim. I told him, 
‘Aba ’z-Zubayr did not narrate from Ibrahim,’ but he rebuked me. | 
said to him, ‘Consult your source-text.’ He went home, consulted 
the source-text, returned, and said, ‘How is it supposed to be?’ I said, 
‘It is Zubayr ibn ‘Adi, from Ibrahim.’ He took my pen, amended his 
book, and said, “You were right.’” 

Bukhari was asked, “How old were you when you corrected him?” 
He said, “Eleven years old. At the age of sixteen, I memorized the 
works of Ibn al-Mubarak and Waki‘, and I was versed in the discourse 
of these people [i.e. the partisans of ra’y]. I then left with my mother 
and brother Ahmad to Makkah. After completing the pilgrimage, 
my brother returned with my mother while I remained behind in 


the pursuit of Hadith” 


He also said, 


Authoring Books: I heard Abi ‘Abdillah Muhammad ibn Ismail say, 

“At the age of eighteen, I began compiling the verdicts and verbal 
proclamations of the Companions and the Successors. This was dur- 
ing the era of “Ubaydullah ibn Masia. At that time, I wrote the Tarikh 
by the Prophet’s grave during the moonlit nights. Nearly everyone 
in history has an anecdote [that I could document], but I disliked 
lengthening the book.” 

Academic Adjudication: And I heard him say, “I came to Humaydi 
once when I was eighteen years old. He was disputing an issue related 
to Hadith with someone. When Humaydi saw me, he proclaimed, 
‘The one to adjudicate between us has arrived.’ When they both 
presented their arguments to me, I judged in Humaydi’s favour. His 
interlocutor would have died a disbeliever had he persisted and died 
upon his claim.” 

1 Tarikh Baghdad, 2:7; Siyar Alam an-Nubala’, 12:393. 


2. Styar A'lam an-Nubala’, 12:400. 
3. = ‘Ibid., 12:401. 
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Al-Fad] ibn Ishaq al-Bazzaz said: Ahmad ibn Minhal al—‘Abid narrated 
to us that Aba Bakr al-A‘yan said, “We wrote from Bukhari at the 
door of Muhammad ibn Yasuf al-Firyabi and he did not have facial 
hair. We asked, “How old are you?’ He said, ‘Seventeen years old.” 
Ishaq ibn Rahawayh told his students, “You should compile an 
abridgment on the Prophet’s sunan.” This remark settled in Bukhari's 
heart. Aba ‘Abdillah [al-Bukhari] said, “I was in the company of 
Ishag ibn Rahawayh when one of our companions said, “You should 
compile an abridgement of the Prophet’s sunan. That settled in my 


heart, so I set out to compile this book. 
Muhammad ibn Abi Hatim said, 


[heard Bukhari say, “I entered Baghdad for the eighth and final time— 
each time I sat with Ahmad ibn Hanbal. As I bade him farewell, he 
said, ‘Aba ‘Abdillah, how could you leave knowledge and the scholars, 


and return to Khurasan?’ J still recall his words to this day.” 


Aba ‘Abd [Allah] al-Hakim writes that Bukhari first arrived in 
Nishapur in 209 AH and visited again for the final time in 250 AH, 
whereupon he resided and taught Hadith for five years consecutively. 

[Muhammad ibn Yusuf al-Firabri] said, “While staying in 
Bukhari’s house one night, I observed that he rose and lit the lamp at 
least eighteen times to make notes of things that came to his mind.” 
Muhammad ibn Abi Hatim said, “During our travels, Aba ‘Abdillah 
and I would share a house except during the midsummer days. He 
would rise fifteen to twenty times in one night, lighting a lamp each 
time to write hadiths and take notes.” 

1 Ibid. 

2 Ibid. [A number of factors motivated Imam Bukhari to compile his Sahih. 
Apart from Ibn Rahawayh’s suggestion mentioned here, the main factor was a desire to 
gather rigorously authentic Prophetic hadiths. A third factor was a dream that Bukhari 
had involving the Prophet #, which was interpreted as him being chosen to dispel lies 
against the Prophet #. See Ibn Hajar, Huda as-Sari, 6-7. In al-Wajh as-Sabih fi Khatm al-Jami- 
as-Sahih, Ibn ‘Allan (d. 1057 AH) opines that all three factors collectively motivated him. 
See ‘Awwamah, annotations on Tadrib ar-Rawi, 2:266. Trans.] 

3 Ibid., 12:403. 

4 Ibid., 12:404. 
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Hani’ ibn an-Nadr said, Aba ‘Abdillah read to us Kitab al-Hibah (the Book of Gifting) and 
said, “Waki'’s treatise on gifting only contains two or three musnad 
hadiths [i.e. via unbroken chains] and ‘Abdullah ibn al-Mubarak’s col- 


lections contain roughly five. However, this book of mine contains 


We were in the company of Muhammad ibn Yasuf al-Firyabi in the 
Levant. We enjoyed ourselves like young men eating mulberries and 


the like. Muhammad ibn Isma‘il was with us, but he did not partake 
five hundred or more.” 


[heard Aba ‘Abdillah say, “I thought about the students of Anas 
Imam Bukhari details his dedication to seeking knowledge in the and three-hundred names came to mind immediately.” I also heard 


in our activities; he was busy seeking knowledge.’ 


following words: him say, “I never visited anyone except that they benefited from me 


bad | 
During my stay in Nishapur, I would receive letters from my relatives more than I benefited from them. 


in Bukhara conveying their greetings. I would intend to respond to Ahyad ibn Abi Jafar, the governor of Bukhara, said, 


their greetings, but their names would escape me, so I never replied— ; are 
5 6 P P Muhammad ibn Isma‘il once said, “At times, I would write in the 


Levant a hadith that I heard in Basra, and I would write in Egypt 
a hadith that I heard in the Levant.” I asked, “Abu ‘Abdillah, in its 


entirety?” He remained silent.’ 


however, rarely did I forget knowledge. 
Explaining his method of writing as a student, he said, 

My writing of hadith was unlike that of others: If 1 wrote froma 
Bukhari once said, “I did not sleep last night until I counted the 
number of hadiths included in my works: there were roughly two- 


hundred thousand musnad hadiths.”? Aba Bakr al-Kalwadhani said, 
“I never saw anyone like Muhammad ibn Isma‘il: he would borrow 


competent narrator, I asked him his name, agnomen, affiliation and 
background in Hadith. Yet if he was lacking [such competency], I 
requested his source-text and copied it. As for others, they care little 


about what they write or how they write it.” as : ; 
y . a book from scholars, examine it briefly, and memorize most of the 


: atraf (first parts) of its hadiths.” 
Memory, Knowledge and Intelligence Ree Vacuf al Firabra said 
In Tarikh Bukhara, Muhammad ibn Ahmad Ghunjar said, ? f 


I heard Aba Ja‘far Muhammad ibn Abi Hatim al-Warrag say in 


ecaceavieame Alimad ibn pea al-Mugri’: I heard Mahib the appendix to Aba ‘Abdillah’s Shama’il—1 [Dhahabi] say: this is 
ibn Sulaym: I heard Ja‘far ibn Muhammad ibn al-Qattan, the Imam of not found in the recension of Ibn Khalaf ash-Shirazi—“I heard 
Karminiyah: I heard Muhammad ibn Isma‘ll say, “I wrote from overa Muhammad ibn Isma‘il al-Bukhari say, ‘I did not start teaching hadith 
thousand teachers, and from each teacher over ten thousand hadiths. until I recognized authentic from dubious, studied the books of ray 
I remember the chain for every hadith that I know.” and visited Basra nearly five times. While there [in Basra], I wrote 


Muhammad ibn Abi Hatim said down every authentic hadith found in Basra, except for what did not 


399 
become apparent tome. 4 


1 Ibid., 12:405. 1 a 123411. 

2  Ibid., 12:406. The editor vowelized the word wa nasakhtuhu (“and I copied it’) hg 
incorrectly as wa nuskhatuhu (“and his copy”), leading others to do the same. 3 Ibid., 122412. 
4 Ibid., 127416. 


3. ~~=«Ibid., 12407. 
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Yahya ibn Ja‘far al-Bikandi said, “If I could increase Muhammad ibn saw Muslim ibn al-Hajjaj sit in front of Bukhari, asking him questions 
Isma‘ll’s lifespan by sacrificing mine, I would have done so because [by humbling himself] like a child." Muhammad ibn Hamdan said, 
my death would be the death of one man, but his death would result “I heard Muslim ibn al-Hajjaj tell Bukhari, ‘O teacher of teachers, 
in the loss of knowledge.” He once told Bukhari, “Were it not for master of the Hadith scholars, expert of subtle defects in hadiths, 
you, I would find no pleasure in living in Bukhara.”' allow me to kiss your feet.” 
Aba ‘Isa at-Tirmidhi said, “I have not seen anyone in Iraq or 
Scholarly Praise Khurasan more knowledgeable than Muhammad ibn Isma‘il vis-a- 
Nu‘aym ibn Hammad said, “Muhammad ibn Isma‘il is the jurist of vis subtle defects [in hadiths], history, and familiarity with chains of 
this Community (ummah).”? Ya'qab ibn Ibrahim ad-Dawraqi said, transmission.” 
“Muhammad ibn Isma‘il is the jurist of this Community” Dhahabi relates an interesting anecdote from Abii ’I-Khattab ibn 
Muhammad ibn Abi Hatim said, Dihyah: 
I heard Aba ‘Abdillah say, “The students of ‘Amr ibn ‘Ali al-Fallis Ramli the Liar said, “Bukhari is unknown: no one besides Firabri 


discussed a particular hadith with me, and I said, ‘I do not recognize eenuecconunim In response, Abt ‘I-Khattab said 


it. They were pleased to know that, so they informed ‘Amr, who said, Beeee egeesricel an Chis, matter ands transe resco Sy 


‘A hadith not recognized by Muhammad ibn Isma‘il is not a hadith.” mouth be filled with rocks! Bukhari is celebrated for knowledge and 
: its acquisition; his memory and brilliance are undisputed; he travelled 
Muhammad ibn Yasuf said, far and wide, seeking out reports and chains of transmission. Many 
scholars have narrated from him. As for his compilation, he presented 


We were with Aba ‘Abdillah in th f Muh d ib 
P “4 panini Paces it to the Hadith expert of his age, Aba Zur‘ah, who said, “Your book 


Bashshar, who asked him about a hadith and he responded. He then 


said, “This is the most knowledgeable of Allah’s creation in our times,” 


is authentic apart from three narrations.” 
inti Muh ibn Isma‘il.* 

POETS TOS TELE ye Teachers and Students 

Ismail ibn Abi Uways said, Before he travelled abroad, he studied Hadith in Bukhara with 


P ‘Abdullah ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Abdillah ibn Ja‘far ibn al-Yaman 
| No one has taken [hadiths] from me like Muhammad [ibn Isma‘ll]: 


he noticed that my source-texts were worn out, so he said, “Would ibid 
1 Ibid., 12:432. 


you permit me to re-write them for you?” I responded affirmatively. 2 Ibid., 12:432. 
He extracted all my hadiths with this ruse.° 3 Ibid., 12:438. [A marginal note in the manuscript of Siyar states that the last part 
of this report is an oversight from Ibn Dihyah, because it was Imim Muslim, not Imam 

Muhammad ibn Ya‘qub, the Hadith expert, relates from his father, | Bukhari, who presented his Sahih to Aba Zur‘ah. See the editor's annotation on Siyar, 
PM Pe ‘ op. cit. It is reported, however, that Bukhari presented the Sahih to a number of experts 

1 Ibid. 12:48. including Ahmad ibn Hanbal, Yahya ibn Ma‘in and ‘Ali ibn al-Madini. See Ibn Khayr, Fihrist, 

2 Ibid., 12:419. 132. Although there are some issues with this report's chain of transmission, given that the 

3 Ibid., 12:424. aforementioned experts were Bukhari's direct teachers, it is not difficult to accept that he 

@ulbid), 14-420. could have presented the Sahih to them. See Khaldiin al-Ahdab, al-Imam al-Bukhari wa Jamiuhu 

Puaeibid a acjac as-Sahih, p. 116; Brown, The Canonization of al-Bukhari and Muslim, 94 (note 163). Trans.] 

6 Ibid., 12:430. 
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al-Ju‘fi al-Musnidi, Muhammad ibn Salam al-Bikandi and others 
who were not his senior teachers. In Balkh, he heard from Makkj 
ibn Ibrahim, one of his senior teachers. In Merv, he heard from 
‘Abdan ibn “Uthman, ‘Ali ibn al-Hasan ibn Shaqiq, Sadaqah ibn 
al-Fadl and others. In Nishapur, [he heard] from Yahya ibn Yahys 


and others. In Rayy, he heard from Ibrahim ibn Masi. In Baghdad, 


when he travelled to Iraq in the latter part of 210 AH, he heard from 
Muhammad ibn ‘Isa at-Tabba‘, Surayj ibn an-Nu‘man, Muhammad 


ibn Sabig and ‘Affan. In Basra, [he heard] from Abi ‘Asim an-Nabil, 


Ansari, ‘Abd ar-Rahman ibn Hammad ash-Shu‘aythi—the student 
of Ibn ‘Awn, Muhammad ibn ‘Ar‘arah, Hajjaj ibn Minhal, Badal ibn 
al-Muhabbar, ‘Abdullah ibn Raja’, and many others. In Kufa, he heard 
from “Ubaydullah ibn Misa, Aba Nu‘aym, Khalid ibn Makhlad, Talg 
ibn Ghannam, Khalid ibn Yazid al-Mugri’ (with whom he studied 
the Quranic recital according to Hamzah). In Makkah, he heard 
from Abia ‘Abd ar-Rahman al-Mugri’, Khallad ibn Yahya, Hassin 
ibn Hassan al-Basri, Aba ’1-Walid Ahmad ibn Muhammad al-Azraqi 


and Humaydi. In Madinah, he heard from ‘Abd al-‘Aziz al-Uwaysi, 
Ayyub ibn Sulayman ibn Bilal and Ism@‘il ibn Abi Uways. In Egypt, 


he heard from Said ibn Abi Maryam, Ahmad ibn Ishkab, ‘Abdullah 
ibn Yasuf, Asbagh, and many others. In the Levant, he heard from 
Aba *l-Yaman, Adam ibn Abi Iy4s, ‘Ali ibn ‘Ayyash and Bishr ibn 
Shu‘ayb. In addition, he heard from Aba ’l-Mughirah ‘Abd al-Quddas, 
Ahmad ibn Khalid al-Wahbi, Muhammad ibn Yusuf al-Firyabi, Aba 
Mushir, and many others. 

Muhammad ibn Abi Hatim said, 


I heard him saying, “When I arrived in Balkh, the locals asked me 
to dictate to them from every teacher I wrote hadiths from. So, I 
dictated a thousand hadiths from a thousand teachers I had written 
from.” A month before his demise, I heard him say, “I wrote from 
1,080 people, each a partisan of Hadith who opined that faith (imin) 


is a verbal proclamation and action; it increases and decreases.” 


1  Ibid., 127395. 
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Bukhari narrated from Muhammad ibn Yahya adh-Dhuhli abun- 
dantly—but concealed his name (yudallisuhu), Muhammad ibn 
‘Abdillah al-Mukharrimi and Muhammad ibn ‘Abd ar-Rahim Sa‘iqah — 
they were his peers. 

He heard from Aba Mushir, but he was uncertain whether he 
heard directly. He mentions outside of the Sahih, “Aba Mushir nar- 
rated to us, or someone narrated to us from him.” 

He narrated from Ahmad ibn ‘Abd al-Malik ibn Wagqid al-Harrani, 
whom he met in Iraq. 

He never entered Algeria. He said, “I visited Mu‘alla ibn Mansar 
ar-Razi in Baghdad in the year [2]10 AH.” 

Countless people narrated from him, among whom were Abia 
‘Isa at-Tirmidhi, Aba Hatim, Ibrahim ibn Ishaq al-Harbi, Aba Bakr 
ibn Abi ‘d-Dunya, Aba Bakr Ahmad ibn ‘Amr ibn Abi ‘Asim, Salih 
ibn Muhammad Jazarah, Muhammad ibn ‘Abdillah al-Hadrami 
Mutayyan, Ibrahim ibn Ma‘qil an-Nasafi, ‘Abdullah ibn Najiyah, Aba 
Bakr Muhammad ibn Ishag ibn Khuzaymah, ‘Umar ibn Muhammad 
ibn Bujayr, Aba Quraysh Muhammad ibn Jumu‘ah, Yahya ibn 
Muhammad ibn Sa‘id, Muhammad ibn Yasuf—the transmitter of 
the Sahih, Mansir ibn Muhammad Mizbazdah [sic], Aba Bakr ibn 
Abi Dawid, Husayn and Qasim the sons of Mahamili, ‘Abdullah 
ibn Muhammad ibn al-Ashgar, Muhammad ibn Sulayman ibn Faris, 
Mahmid ibn ‘Anbar an-Nasafi, and countless others. Muslim also 
narrated from him outside his Sahih. It is said that Nasa’ narrated 
from him in the chapter of fasting in his Sunan, but this is not accu- 
rate. However, in his Kuna, Nasa’i relates material via ‘Abdullah ibn 


Ahmad al-Khaffaf from Bukhari.’ 

Demise 

After extensive travels in the pursuit of knowledge, he returned to 
his hometown Bukhara as a teacher where he was greeted by nearly 
the entire town. He stayed there for a few days until a conflict arose 


1 Ibid., 12:396-397. 
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al-Ju‘fi al-Musnidi, Muhammad ibn Salam al-Bikandi and others 
who were not his senior teachers. In Balkh, he heard from Makki 
ibn Ibrahim, one of his senior teachers. In Merv, he heard from 
‘Abdan ibn ‘Uthman, ‘Ali ibn al-Hasan ibn Shagiq, Sadaqah ibn 
al-Fadl and others. In Nishapur, [he heard] from Yahya ibn Yahya 
and others. In Rayy, he heard from Ibrahim ibn Masi. In Baghdad, 
when he travelled to Iraq in the latter part of 210 au, he heard from 
Muhammad ibn ‘Isa at-Tabba‘, Surayj ibn an-Nu‘man, Muhammad 
ibn Sabiq and ‘Affan. In Basra, [he heard] from Aba ‘Asim an-Nabil, 
Ansari, ‘Abd ar-Rahmin ibn Hammad ash-Shu‘aythi—the student 
of Ibn ‘Awn, Muhammad ibn ‘Ar‘arah, Hajjaj ibn Minhal, Badal ibn 
al-Muhabbar, ‘Abdullah ibn Raja’, and many others. In Kufa, he heard 
from “Ubaydullah ibn Masa, Aba Nu‘aym, Khalid ibn Makhlad, Talq 
ibn Ghannam, Khalid ibn Yazid al-Mugqri’ (with whom he studied 
the Quranic recital according to Hamzah). In Makkah, he heard 
from Abia ‘Abd ar-Rahman al-Mugri’, Khallad ibn Yahya, Hassin 
ibn Hassan al-Basri, Aba 1-Walid Ahmad ibn Muhammad al-Azragi 
and Humaydi. In Madinah, he heard from ‘Abd al-‘Aziz al-Uwaysi, 
Ayyab ibn Sulayman ibn Bilal and Isma‘l ibn Abi Uways. In Egypt, 
he heard from Said ibn Abi Maryam, Ahmad ibn Ishkab, ‘Abdullah 
ibn Yusuf, Asbagh, and many others. In the Levant, he heard from 
Aba ‘l-Yaman, Adam ibn Abi Iyas, ‘Ali ibn ‘Ayyash and Bishr ibn 
Shu‘ayb. In addition, he heard from Abi ’l-Mughirah ‘Abd al-Quddis, 
Ahmad ibn Khalid al-Wahbi, Muhammad ibn Yusuf al-Firyabi, Abi 
Mushir, and many others. 
Muhammad ibn Abi Hatim said, 


I heard him saying, “When I arrived in Balkh, the locals asked me 
to dictate to them from every teacher I wrote hadiths from. So, I 
dictated a thousand hadiths from a thousand teachers I had written 
from.” A month before his demise, I heard him say, “I wrote from 
1,080 people, each a partisan of Hadith who opined that faith (iman) 


is a verbal proclamation and action; it increases and decreases.” 


1 Ibid., 12:39s. 


24 


IMAM BUKHARIS LIFE AND TIMES 


Bukhari narrated from Muhammad ibn Yahya adh-Dhuhli abun- 
dantly—but concealed his name (yudallisuhu), Muhammad ibn 
‘Abdillah al-Mukharrimi and Muhammad ibn ‘Abd ar-Rahim $a‘iqah— 
they were his peers. 

He heard from Aba Mushir, but he was uncertain whether he 
heard directly. He mentions outside of the Sahih, “Aba Mushir nar- 
rated to us, or someone narrated to us from him.” 

He narrated from Ahmad ibn ‘Abd al-Malik ibn Wagid al-Harrani, 
whom he met in Iraq. 

He never entered Algeria. He said, “I visited Mu‘alla ibn Mansur 
ar-Razi in Baghdad in the year [2]10 AH.” 

Countless people narrated from him, among whom were Aba 
sa at-Tirmidhi, Aba Hatim, Ibrahim ibn Ishaq al-Harbi, Aba Bakr 
ibn Abi ‘d-Dunya, Aba Bakr Ahmad ibn ‘Amr ibn Abi ‘Asim, Salih 
ibn Muhammad Jazarah, Muhammad ibn ‘Abdillah al-Hadrami 
Mutayyan, Ibrahim ibn Ma‘qil an-Nasafi, ‘Abdullah ibn Najiyah, Aba 
Bakr Muhammad ibn Ishag ibn Khuzaymah, ‘Umar ibn Muhammad 
ibn Bujayr, Aba Quraysh Muhammad ibn Jumu‘ah, Yahya ibn 
Muhammad ibn Sa‘id, Muhammad ibn Yasuf—the transmitter of 
the Sahih, Mansir ibn Muhammad Mizbazdah [sic], Aba Bakr ibn 
Abi Dawid, Husayn and Qasim the sons of Mahamili, ‘Abdullah 
ibn Muhammad ibn al-Ashqar, Muhammad ibn Sulayman ibn Faris, 
Mahmid ibn ‘Anbar an-Nasafi, and countless others. Muslim also 
narrated from him outside his Sahih. It is said that Nasal narrated 
from him in the chapter of fasting in his Sunan, but this is not accu- 
rate. However, in his Kuna, Nasa’i relates material via ‘Abdullah ibn 


Ahmad al-Khaffaf from Bukhari.’ 


Demise 

After extensive travels in the pursuit of knowledge, he returned to 
his hometown Bukhara as a teacher where he was greeted by nearly 
the entire town. He stayed there for a few days until a conflict arose 


1 Ibid., 12:396-397. 
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between him and Khalid ibn Ahmad adh-Dhuhli, the governor of Works! 


Bukhara, so he was eventually ordered to leave the city.’ It is said thy * 
1, Akhbar as-Sifat (Reports on the Divine Attributes). 


2. Al-Adab al-Mufrad (The Independent Book on Manners). It was 
transmitted from Bukhari by Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn al- 


the governor of Bukhara sent a message to Muhammad ibn Ismaj] 
“Bring me the Jami, the Tarikh and other books, so that I may hea 


them from you.” Muhammad ibn IsmA‘ll told the messenger, ; na Os SMOETS 
: Jalil al-Bazzar.’ It has been published multiple times in various 


I will not humiliate knowledge by taking it to the doors of people. places. 

If you are interested, come to my house or the local masjid. If this 3. Asami as-Sahabah (Names of the Companions).* Ibn Mandah 
does not please you, then you may prevent me from holding a study- mentioned it. 

circle—you are the sultan, after all—so that I have an excuse in the 4. Kitab Ashab an-Nabi (Book on the Prophet’s Companions).° 


court of Allah, because I will not hoard knowledge due to the words 5. Ashribah (Drinks). Daraqutni mentioned it in al-My‘alif wa ’I- 


of the Prophet, “Whoever is sought for knowledge but hides it, he Mukhtalif. 

I'tisam (The Adherence).° 

Kitab al-Iman (Book of Faith).” 

Bad al-Makhlagat (Beginning of Creation). 

Birr al-Walidayn (Respect for Parents). Ustadh Nizam Ya‘qabi in- 


will be bridled with reins of fire.” 


This was the cause of their conflict.2 Thus, Muhammad ibn Ismijil 
left to Khartank where he stayed with family members.) One night, 
he was heard supplicating after the ‘Isha’ prayer, “O Allah, the earth 


© eID 


: Bs formed me that this book was discovered recently in Morocco 
has become restricted for me despite its vastness, so take me back to 


You.” He passed away before the end of the month. His grave isin 
Khartank.* He passed away on Friday on the eve of ‘Id al-Fitr at the 
time of the ‘Isha’ prayer. He was buried on Saturday after the Zubr 


and is currently being edited.* 
10. At-Tarikh al-Awsat (The Medium History). There has been con- 
fusion between at-Tarikh al-Awsat and at-Tarikh as-Saghir. At- 


Tarikh al-Awsat was transmitted by Zanjawayh and Khaffaf, as 
prayer on 1 Shawwél 256 au. He lived 13 days short of 82 years. ¢ 


1 [Anumber of books may be added to this list, such as 1) ar-Radd ‘ala ‘I-Jahmiyyah; 
2) Mashyakhah; and 3) Intiga’ al-Bukhari min Hadithihii li-Ahl Baghdad. To date, only about 
ten of the books listed here are published. There is little information about the nature of 
the other works. ‘Abd al-‘Alim al-Bastawi questions the ascription of some of these books 
to Imam Bukhari, particularly at-Tarikh fi Marifat Ruwat al-Hadith, at-Tawarikh wa 1-Ansab, 
Agidah and Akhbar as-Sifat. It is possible, he postulates, that these works were extracted from 


1 Ibid., 12:463 his other larger works; hence, they were not independent books compiled by Bukhari. 
2  [Formore context on the roots of their conflict, see Dhahabi, Siyar Alam an-Nubali, The same can be said about some of the other works listed here for which we have little 
12:617. Trans.] to no information. See Mubarakfari, Sirat al-Imam al-Bukhari, 1:309-311. Trans.] 
3 _—~« [Ibn Hajar al-Haytami relates that the locals of Khartank, a city near Samargand, 2  Tarikh at-Turath al-Arabi, 1:259 
state that the area received its name after Imam Bukhiri’s demise: Khartank means 3 Huda as-Sari, 492. 
“crowded space,” due to the crowds of people who visit Bukhari’s grave. See Haytami, Fath 4 Ibid. 
al-Ilah fi Sharh al-Mishkah, 1:79. It is worth noting, however, that Sam‘ani mentions that 5 At-Tarikh al-Kabir, 1:2:60. 
Bukhari passed away in the home of Abi Mansiir Ghalib ibn Ibrahim, whose affiliation 6 Sahih al-Bukhari, Kitab al-I'tisam, no. 7271. 
was Khartanki. See Sam*‘ani, Ansab, 5:79. Trans.] 7 At-Tarikh al-Kabir, 1:2:158. 
4  Tarikh Baghdad, 2:34. 8 [Birr al-Walidayn has recently been published several times. Trans.] 
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11. 


12. 


13. 


14. 


15. 


16. 


mentioned by Ibn Khayr in his Fihrist.' At-Tarikh as-Saghir was 
transmitted by ‘Abdullah al-Ashgar. 
At-Tawarikh wa ‘l-Ansab (Chronologies and Genealogies). Fuat 
Sezgin mentioned it.* 
At-Tarikh as-Saghir (The Minor History). This was transmitted 
from Bukhari by ‘Abdullah ibn Muhammad al-Ashqar! It is 
mentioned that several manuscripts of this work are available 
in Vancouver, Rampur, and Buhar Library in Calcutta, India 
It is difficult to say with certainty that these are manuscripts of 
at-Tarikh as-Saghir owing to the confusion between at-Tarikh as- 
Saghir and al-Awsat. 
At-Tarikh ft Ma'rifat Ruwat wa Nagalat al-Akhbar wa ’s-Sunan wa 
Tamyiz Thigatihim min Duwafaithim wa Tarikh Wafatihim (History: 
Recognizing the Narrators and Transmitters of Reports and Sw- 
nan, Distinguishing the Reliable Among them from the Weak, 
and the Chronologies of their Death Dates).* 
At-Tarikh al-Kabir (The Major History). It was printed in Hy- 
derabad, India. 
Kitab at-Tafsir al-Kabir (The Major Exegesis). Bukhari’s copyist 
said, “While in Firabr, I saw him lie down while authoring Kitab 
at- Tafsir. 
Al-Jami as-Sahih al-Mukhtasar al-Musnad min Umi Rasalillah—sal- 
lallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam—wa Sunanihi wa Ayyamihi (The Authentic 
Abridged Musnad Compendium of the Prophet's Affairs, Deeds 
and Days). Ibn Hajar said, “Ibrahim ibn Ma‘qil is among the 
transmitters of the Jami° whose recension reached us continu- 
ously through authorization. He missed a portion from the end- 
ing of the book, which he transmitted through authorization. 


Another transmitter is Hammad ibn Shakir an-Nasawi. The re- 
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Huda as-Sari, 492. 

Tarikh at-Turath, 1:258. 

Huda as-Sari, 492. 

Tarikh at-Turath, 1:257. 

At-Tarikh al-Kabir, 4:2:232 and 265; Tarikh Baghdad, 2:14; Huda as-Sani, 492. 
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cension which has been transmitted through continuous audi- 

tion in this era and before is that of Muhammad ibn Yasuf ibn 

Matar ibn Salih ibn Bishr al-Firabri.” 

Al-Jami‘ as-Saghir (The Minor Compendium).* 

Al-Jami‘ al-Kabir (The Major Compendium). This book is lost. 
Ibn Hajar writes that Ibn Tahir mentioned it.’ 

Khalq Af-al al-Ibad (Creating the Actions of the Bondsmen). This 
was transmitted from Bukhari by both Yusuf ibn Rayhan ibn 
‘Abd as-Samad and Firabri. It was printed several times. 

Raf al-Yadayn fi ’s-Salah (Raising the Hands in Prayer). This was 
transmitted from Bukhari by Mahmid ibn Ishaq al-Khuza‘i. 
Rigag (Softening the Hearts). Hajji Khalifah mentioned it.‘ 
As-Sunan fi ‘l-Figh (Sunnahs Related to Jurisprudence). Ibn 
Nadim mentioned it in the Fihrist.‘ 

Ad-Dwafa’ as-Saghir (The Minor Book on Weak Transmitters). 
This was transmitted from Bukhari by Dawlabi, Aba Ja‘far 
Musabbih ibn Sa‘id and Adam ibn Masa.° 

Ad-Dwafa’ al-Kabir (The Major Book on Weak Transmitters).” 
Kitab al-Atiq (The Ancient Book). In at-Tarikh al-Kabir, Bukhari 
writes, “Bakr ibn Mubashshir: he narrated from Abia Yahya, 
and Muhammad ibn Yahya narrated from him. He is Hijazi, 
as found in Kitab al-Atiq.”* He writes, “Thabit ibn Matbad al- 
Muharibi: Mis‘ar related his statement from ‘Ayyash al-Kulaybi. 
In Afiq there is no qualification.”® He writes, “Sulayman ibn Abi 
Sulayman, the freed slave of Ibn ‘Abbas—as mentioned in Afiq.” 


He writes, “Jabir ibn Rustum al-Basri: he narrated from Shaybah 


nn 
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Huda as-Sari, 492. 

Kashf az-Zuniin, 1:564. 

Huda as-Sari, 492. 

Kashf az-Zuniin, 2:1420. 

Fihrist, 322. 

Huda as-Sari, 492. 

[See, Bastawi, annotations on Sirat al-Imam al-Bukhari, 291-293. Trans] 
At-Tarikh al-Kabir, 1:2:95. 

Ibid., 1:2:169. 
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ibn Nisah, and Zayd ibn Hubab narrated from him—as found 34. Al-Musnad [al-Kabir] (The Major Musnad). Firabri mentioned 
it,’ and Bukhari said, “Abdullah ibn Abi Bakr as-Siddig ibn Abi 
Quhafah: he is ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Abdillah ibn “Uthman at-Taymi 
al-Qurashi. He passed away before “Umar. He would frequent 
the Prophet while he was in the cave. We have explained this in 
the Musnad.”? 

Kitab al-Hibah (The Book of Gifting), which comprises 500 


in ‘Atig.” 

26. Agidah (The Creed). 

27. Kitab al-Tlal (Hidden Defects). Ibn Mandah mentioned it.’ 

28. Fawaid (Useful Points). Tirmidhi mentioned this in his Jami‘un- 
der the chapter of the Virtues of Aba Muhammad Talhah ibn 
“Ubaydillah. 35. 


29. Al-Qiraah Khalf al-Imam (Recitation behind the Imam). This was hadiths or more. His copyist mentioned it. 


transmitted from Bukhari by Mahmid ibn Ishaq al-Khuzii. 36. Kitab al-Wuhdan (The Book of Singular Reports).‘ 


There are several prints of this book. 
30. Qadaya as-Sahabah wa ’t-Tabitn wa Aqawilihim (Verdicts and Pro- 


nouncements of the Companions and the Successors). This was COMPILATION OF THE SAHIH 


his first book, which he wrote at the age of eighteen. ’ bie, “14: C 
: : (Imam Bukhari’s magnum opus was not an ordinary compilation of 


31. Kuna (Agnomens). It was published in Hyderabad in 1360 AH/ : : : > : 
hadith, but it was an outcome of sixteen years of continuous scholarly 


1941 CE. 


a effort. The following section outlines the various steps Bukhari took 
32. Mukhtasar (The Abridgement).‘ In the entry of ‘Urs ibn ‘Amirah 


is ; in producing the Sahih. 
in at-Tarikh al-Kabir, Bukhari writes, “He is from the Compan- P 6 “iat | 


ions. He said, ‘I heard the Prophet say, “Indeed, a slave of Allah re 
Stage 1: Selecting Narrators 


[Abi Bakr] al-Hazimi writes, 


does the deeds of those destined for Paradise. . .”’ I have ex- 
plained this in Kitab al-Mukhtasar.” 
33- Kitab al-Mabsit (The Extensive Compendium). Mahib ibn Su- These scholars have specific methods for selecting the sources of 


laym narrated it from Bukhari.° Hafiz Ibn Hajar said, “Khalili hadiths, which we will address briefly. The methodology of those 


who narrate authentic reports [sahih] is to examine the status of the 


mentioned it in Irshad.” See Mahib ibn Sulaym’s entry.’ 
a upright narrator in respect to his teachers and sources, who are also 


1 Ibid., 1:2:204. [There appears to be no separate book entitled ‘Arig. Rather, the : : 
reliable [thigah]. His authentic well-established [sahih thabit] hadith 


himself whereby the given passage is found differently in an earlier edition of at-Tarikh from some of them will definitely be included. By contrast, his hadith 


-Kabi ence, Kitab al-Atiq, al-Kitab al-Atig Atig are sly references to i . 
al Kath. Hence, Kitab al-Atiq, al-Kitab al-Atig and ‘Atig are simply references to an earlier from others is defective, which will only Raincidades support and 
edition of the book. As will be mentioned later, Bukhari revised at-Tarikh al-Kabir at 


ates corroboration. 
least three times, so there are at minimum three editions of the book. See Mu‘allimi’s 


annotations—signed with the letter ha‘'— in at-Tarikh al-Kabir, 2:169, no. 89; cf. idem, 
1 Huda as-Sari, 492. 


2 At-Tarikh al-Kabir, 3:5:2. [Keeping in mind that the title of Sahih al-Bukhari also 


2 


“Introduction,” in, Muwaddih Awham al-Jam‘ wa ‘t-Tafriq, 1:11-12. Trans.] 


2 Huddaas-Sari, 492. 
Se eh er ee bears the description al-Musnad and that the incident under discussion is cited in the Sahih 
i I- , §:309.- ; , : 2 
3 yas se 52309 (no. 3905/5807), it is possible that Bukhiri is referring to his Sahih. Trans.] 
4 Tarikh Baghdad, 7:2. oe ae 
eres =! 3 Huddas-Sari, 492. 
§  At-Tarikh al-Kabir, 4:1:87. 4 Kashfaz-Zuniin, 2:1469; Huda as-Sari, 492. [Kitab al- Wuhdan lists those Companions 
6 Huda as-Sari, 492. from whom only one hadith is narrated. Trans. ] 


7 Irshad, 3:973. 
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This is a complex matter that is understood by recognizing the 
ranks and merits of the students transmitting from a particular teacher. 
The following example illustrates this point: Zuhri’s students are of 
five categories, each of which is distinguished from the other. The 
first category is of the utmost authenticity [al-ghayah fi ’s-sihhah] and 
is the utmost objective of Bukhari. 

The second category is the same as the first in terms of probity 
[adalah]. The first category, however, combines memory [hifz] and 
precision [itqan] along with lengthy companionship with Zuhni, such 
that among them were those who accompanied him in his travels 
and residence. The second category accompanied Zuhri only for 
a short while and, therefore, did not develop an affinity with his 
hadiths, and they are less precise than the first category. They meet 
the criteria of Muslim. 

The third category comprises transmitters who accompanied 
Zuhri like the first category, but they are not free from the blemishes 
of criticism [ jarh] and are, therefore, at times accepted and at times 
rejected. They meet the criteria of Aba Dawid and Nasa’. 

The fourth category comprises transmitters who are similar to 
the third category in terms of criticism and accreditation [ta‘dil], but 
they lack affinity with Zuhri’s hadiths due to their brief exposure to 
him. They meet the criteria of Abia ‘Isa [at-Tirmidhi]. 

The fifth category comprises weak [du‘afa’] and unknown narra- 
tors [majhalin]. Those who compile hadiths based on chapters may 
only include their hadiths for consideration [/tibar] and support 
[istishhad|. They are found in [the works of ] Aba Dawad and those 
with less stringent criteria, but not in [the works of | the Two Shaykhs 

[Bukhari and Muslim].* 

The first category comprises the likes of Malik, Ibn ‘Uyaynah, 
“Ubaydullah ibn “Umar, Yanus al-Ayli, ‘Ugayl al-Ayli, Shu‘ayb ibn 
Abi Hamzah, et al. The second category comprises the likes of ‘Abd 
ar-Rahman ibn ‘Amr al-Awza‘l, al-Layth ibn Sa‘d, an-Nu‘min ibn 


1 Hazimi, Shurit al-A’immah al-Khamsah, 150-154. 
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Rashid, ‘Abd ar-Rahman ibn Khalid ibn Musafir, et al. The third 
category comprises the likes of Sufyan ibn Husayn as-Sulami, Ja‘far 
ibn Bargin, ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umar ibn Hafs al“Umari, Zam‘ah ibn Salih 
al-Makki, et al. The fourth category comprises the likes of Ishaq ibn 
Yahya al-Kalbi, Mu‘awiyah ibn Yahya as-Sadafi, Ishaq ibn ‘Abdillah 
ibn Abi Farwah al-Madani, Ibrahim ibn Yazid, al-Muthanna ibn 
as-Sabbah, et al. The fifth category comprises the likes of Bahr ibn 
Kanizas-Saqqj’, al-Hakam ibn ‘Abdillah al-Ayli, ‘Abd al-Quddis ibn 
Habib ad-Dimashgqi, Muhammad ibn Sa‘id al-Maslab, et al. There 
are many more, but I have sufficed with the aforementioned. I have 
written an independent book where I mentioned them in detail. 

At times, Bukhari will include narrators of the second category, 
Muslim of the third category, and Aba Dawid from the prominent 


narrators of the fourth category based on circumstances that demand it.’ 


Commenting on Hazimi’s discussion, Ibn Hajar writes, “Bukhari nar- 
rates from the second group predominantly in the chapter headings. 
Occasionally, he will narrate some hadiths from the third category 
in the chapter headings.” He further writes, 


The example mentioned here pertains to the prolific transmitters. 
The respective students of Nafi‘, A‘mash, Qatadah, et al. will be 


analogized accordingly. As for non-prolific transmitters, then Bukhari 


and Muslim narrated their hadiths based on reliability, probity and 
infrequent error. However, if these transmitters achieved a high 
degree of trust [qawi 1-itimad], then Bukhari and Muslim included rt 
their isolated transmission | fard], as is the case with Yahya ibn Said 
al-Ansari. By contrast, there are those among them who are not heav- 
ily relied upon, so they included only their corroborated narrations, 


and that is most frequent.” 


A Glance at Bukhari’s Criteria: | have already cited Hazimi’s and Ibn 


Hajar’s respective remarks specifically on Bukhari’s criteria and 


1 Hazimi, Shurit al-A’iimmah al-Khamsah, 155-156; Huda as-Sari, 9-10. 
2 Huda as-Sari, 10. 
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methodology of including the hadiths of some narrators to the 
exclusion of others. Furthermore, Aba ’]-Fad] Muhammad ibn Tahir 
al-Maqdisi writes, 


It has not been related from Bukhari, Muslim or those who we men- 
tioned after them that they said, “I will include in my book only that 
which meets such-and-such a criterion.” Rather, the criteria of each 


one of them are deduced through a study of their books.’ 


A number of experts have cited this observation, including Mundhiri 
(d. 656 An) in his treatise on criticism and accreditation,” Suyiti in 
Tadrib ar-Rawi and Qasimi in Qawa‘id at-Tahdith. It is my understanding 
that Bukhari & did in fact articulate some of his criteria for selecting 
transmitters, but those who reject the notion that Bukhari adhered 
to any criteria did not take note of this. This [contention of mine] 
is evidenced by the following words of Tirmidhi &: 


Some scholars have criticized [bn Abi Layla due to his memory. 
Ahmad said, “Ibn Abi Layla’s hadiths may not be adduced as proof” 
Muhammad ibn Ism2‘il [al-Bukhari] said, “Ibn Abi Layla is truthful, 
but I do not narrate from him because his authentic reports cannot 
be distinguished from the inauthentic ones. I do not narrate anything 


from those who are like this.” 


Stage 2: Criteria for Writing Hadiths 
[As quoted earlier,] Bukhari said, 


My writing of hadith was unlike that of others: If I wrote froma 


competent narrator, I asked him his name, agnomen, affiliation and 


1 Shuriit al-A’immah as-Sittah, 85-86. [Shaykh ‘Abd al-Fattah Aba Ghuddah aptly 
notes that there are scattered remarks related from these authors in this regard. Nonetheless 
Muslim, Aba Dawid and Tirmidhi have written on some of the prerequisites of their 
compilations. Likewise, the titles of their respective works shed light on the nature of 
their content. Trans.] 

2 Jawab al-Hafiz al-Mundhini an As‘lah fi ‘l-Jarh wa ’t-Tadil, go. 

3. Sunan at-Tirmidhi, 2:199. [In al-‘Tlal al-Kabir (p. 389), Tirmidhi relates similar 
remarks from Bukhari about Zam‘ah ibn Salih. As such, this criterion of rejecting a narratot 
was applied consistently. Trans.] 
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background in Hadith. Yet if he was lacking [such competency], I 
requested his source-text and copied it. As for others, they care little 


about what they write or how they write it.’ 


Transmission from weak narrators: Therein lay the secret behind his inclu- 
sion of some weak narrators, the majority of whom were his teachers: 
by relying on their source-texts, he prevented their inherent weak- 
ness from affecting their narrations. Bukhari exclusively transmitted 

from 435 transmitters, from whom Muslim did not transmit. Roughly 

80 of them were criticized,? most of whom were his direct teachers 

and whose hadiths he personally analyzed.? Bukhari predominantly 

includes their hadiths for corroboration and support [shawahid], not 

as primary reports. That is why experts, despite their preoccupation 

with critiquing the hadiths of the Sahih, were unable to point out 

various types of weakness except in rare cases. Ibn Hajar said, “The 

number of these—i.e. criticized hadiths—in Bukhari’s book is 110, 
some of which Muslim also included: Muslim included 32 of these 

hadiths while Bukhari exclusively narrated 78 hadiths.”’ This is 

Bukhari’s general methodology of transmission, from which some 

of his other criteria may be inferred.° 


1 Styar Alam an-Nubala’, 12:406. 


2 Fath al-Mughith, 1:9. 
3 Ibid., 1:23. 

4 Ibid., 1:30. 

5) 


Huda as-Sari, 346. 

6 [Sahih al-Bukhari comprises various types of narrations: 1) primary hadiths 
(usil); 2) corroborating hadiths (mutaba‘at); 3) hadiths with truncated chains (muallagat, 
lit. “suspended” reports); and 4) non-Prophetic reports (athdr). The last two types are 
found in the chapter headings (tarajim). The requisite of authenticity (sihhah) includes 
the primary hadiths, not necessarily the other categories of reports. This explanation is 
substantiated by the title of the Sahih: al-Jami al-Musnad as-Sahih al-Mukhtasar min Umar 
Rasiilillah —sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam—wa Sunanihi wa Ayyamihi (The Authentic Abridged 
Musnad Compendium of the Prophet's Affairs, Deeds and Days), which suggests that the 
clause of authenticity primarily applies to the musnad reports, i.e. Prophetic hadiths with 
continuous chains of transmission. In fact, corroborating hadiths will occasionally reach 
the level of mere soundness (hasan). See Ibn Hajar, Huda as-Sari, 19; ‘Awwamah, annotations 
on Tadrib ar-Rawi, 2:280 and 289; cf. Brown, Misquoting Muhammad, 256-260. 

In the prolegomenon to Fath al-Bari, Hafiz Ibn Hajar writes that the total number 
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Stage 3: Selection of Material This explanation is reinforced by Bukhari’s own practice in the 


Imam Bukhari & frequently reflected on which material to select for Sahih. He states, 


his works. Muhammad ibn Yasuf al-Bukhari [al-Firabri] said, “While 


staying in Bukhari’s house one night, I observed that he rose and lit eet macated tous: Muttamir narrated tous, saying: 


I heard ‘Awf say that Aba ‘l-Minhil narrated to him that he heard 
Abii Barzah say, “Allah will make you independent (yughnikum) —or 


Allah elevated you (na‘ashakum) —with Islam and Muhammad #.” Aba 


the lamp at least eighteen times to make notes of things that came 
to his mind.” This was also his habit when travelling. His copyist 
said, “During our travels, Abi ‘Abdillah and I would share one house 


except during the midsummer days. He would rise fifteen to twenty 
times in one night, lighting a lamp each time to write hadiths and 
take notes.”? 


‘Abdillah said, “The word used here is yughnikum, but it is supposed to 
be ndashakum. The original of Kitab al-I'tisam [chapter on Adhering 
to the Qur'an and the Sunna] should be consulted.”* 


Ibn Hajar goes on to explain [the above in the following terms]: 
Stage 4: Compilation of Master Works 
The words “The original of Kitab al-I'tisam should be consulted” indi- 


After an initial process of selecting sources, it appears that he would 
cate that he authored Kitab al-I'tisam independently and from there 


write a master work, which he would further condense into an 


: : oe F : he incorporated into the Sahih what met his criteria for the book, 
abridged version. Then after publicizing it, he would continuously J% ha 


Ponape omit RA at Eafe [Aba] _Fadl ibn Tahir said just as he did for al-Adab al-Mufrad. Noticing that this word was not 


“ *1- + — + m i e, | a rete po a 101 i : 
Before compiling the Sahih, Bukhari wrote a book entitled the Mabsit ieee nococauatc, he referred to the\onizinal ania 


; in hi session at the time. 5 4 
where he collected all his hadiths in chapters. He then searched for eieeeieo aos possession at the time Thus, hesnea aia 


; that it be consulted and amendments be made from it.”” 
the most authentic hadiths per the outline he drafted and included 
them with all their routes.” 
Stage 5: Multiple Revisions 


After producing the first edition of a given book and teaching it to 


of primary hadiths including repetitions is 7397; suspended hadiths are 1341; and students, he would continuously improve, amend, omit and add to 


corroborating hadiths and allusions to alternative routes are 341. Thus, the total number it. He would then reproduce the same book a second or third time— 
of Prophetic hadiths including repetitions is 9079. This numbering does not account for 


sometimes, even more than that. Bukhari said, “I authored all my 


non-Prophetic reports; these are 1608 in number. Therefore, the total number of reports 
books three times.”? Al-Mu‘allimi al-Yamani said, 


from all categories is 10,687. The total number of hadiths with continuous chains excluding 
repetitions is 2602. Scholars have proffered different numbers of hadiths and reports 
in Sahih al-Bukhdari via the recension of Firabri. Ibn Hajar himself provides conflicting 
numberings. For the most part, this variation stems from a difference of methodology in 
counting the hadiths, not a substantial difference in their actual number. See Ibn Hajar, 
Huda as-Sari, 468-469 and 477; idem, Fath al-Bari, 13:543; ‘Awwamah, annotations on Tadrib 
ar-Rawi, 2:362-369; A‘zami, Hadyat ad-Darari li-Talibi Sahih al-Imam al-Bukhari, 153-157; 
Sallam, “Introduction,” in Adad Jami Hadith al-Jami‘ as-Sahih, 8. Trans.] 
1  Siyar Alam an-Nubala’, 12:404. 
2 Ibid. [This was quoted earlier, with the copyist identified as Muhammad ibn Abi 
Hatim. Trans.] 
3 ‘Taghlig at-Ta‘lig, $:420. 
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He intends [by this expression] —and Allah knows best — that he [first] 
authored the book and presented it to the masses. He then added to 
and amended his manuscript until he reproduced it a second time. 
He then revisited the work again, adding to and amending it, until 
he reproduced it a third time. 

1 Sahih al-Bukhari, Kitab al-I'tisam, no. 7271. 


2 Fath al-Bari, 13:246-247. 
3 Taghliq at-Ta'lig, 5:318. 
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Stage 3: Selection of Material 


Imam Bukhari a frequently reflected on which material to select for 
| 


his works. Muhammad ibn Yasuf al-Bukhari [al-Firabri] said, “While 


staying in Bukhari’s house one night, I observed that he rose and lit 


the lamp at least eignteen times to m ike notes of things that cam 


to his mind.” This was also his habit when travelling. His copyist 


al 1] 


said, “I Juring our trav els, Aba ‘Abdi and I would share one ho 


] Ly 


except during the midsummer days. He would rise fifteen to twenty 


cas ts 

times 1n one night, ghting a lamp eacn time to write hadiths and 
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After an initial process ( S es, it appears that he woul 
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IMAM BUKHARIS LIFE AND TIMES 
This explanation is reinforced by Bukhari’s own practice in the 
Sahih. He states, 


‘Abdullah ibn Sabbah narrated to us: Mu‘tamir narrated to us, saying 


I heard ‘Awf say that Aba ’! Minhal narrated to him that he heard 


Abi Barzah say, “Allah will make you independent (yughnikum)—or 
Allah elevated you (naashakum)—with Islam and Muhammad ®@.” Aba 


‘Abdillah said, “The word used here is yughnikum, but it is supposed to 
be naashakum. The origin il of Kitab al-I'tisam [chapter on Adhering 


should be consulted.” 


to the Qur'an and the Sunna 
Ibn Hajar goes on to explain [the above in the following terms]: 


The words “The original of Kitab al-Itisam should be consulted” indi 
cate that he authored Kitab al-Itisam i pc ndently and from there 
he incorporated into the Sahil what met his criteria for the book, 


just as he did for al-Adab al-Mufrad. Noticing that this word was not 


ferred to the original, which 


what he believed to be accurat 


was probably not in his possession at the time. Thus, he suggested 


that it be consulted and amendments be made from it.” 


Stage 5: Multiple Revisions 

After producing the first edition of a given book and teaching it to 
students, he would continuously improve, amend, omit and add to 
it. He would then reproduce the same book a second or third time— 
sometimes, even more than that. Bukhari said, “I authored all my 


books three times.” Al-Mu‘allimi al-Yamani said, 


He intends [by this expression] —and Allah knows best —that he [first] 
authored the book and presented it to the masses. He then added to 
and amended his manuscript until he reproduced it a second time. 
He then revisited the work again, adding to and amending it, until 


he reproduced it a third time 
1 Sahih al-Bukhari, Kitab 


2 Fath al-Bari, 13:246-247 


lig at-Talig, 5:318 


We can substantiate this 


his works. 
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claim in light of the various recensions 


[For instance,] the Tarikh is considered one of Bukhari’s earliest 


works, and he said, “I wr 


the moonlit nights.” He 


Bukhari produced the first edition of 


his life. That recension 1 


} + 
sights in the work. To ex 


T) 


»te the Tarikh by the Prophet's grave during 
] 
was under twenty years old at the time. So 


the Tarikh at an early stage of 


eached Abt Zur‘ah, who noticed several over 


cplain these oversights, Ibn Abi Hatim ar-Rizi 
authored his book Ba jwham al-Bukhari fi Tarikhihi (Clarifying 
Bukhari’s Oversights in his Tarikh). Thereafter, Bukhari produceda 
second edition of his boo wh 


Muhammad ibn Sulaym 


AH). This was the recension tl 


403 AH]. Some of the OV 
two Razis objected 

to them, saying, “In that 
Bukhari that were inc: 
[another recension of 


him.” Bukhari produced 


by Muhammad ibn Sahl ibn 


some of the oversights KI 


Awham al-Jam‘ wa 't-Taf1 
Distinction). 

From the foregoing, 
three times, as he expres 


recensions of at-Tarikh 


may not have multiple rec 


al-Kabir is enough to shed light on Bukh 


of authoring books. 


< 


1l- Kabir and its su 


h was transmitted by Aba Ahmad 
an ibn Faris ad-Dallal an-Naysabiri (d. 312 
ied al-Khatib al-Baghdadi {d 
iphts in the first edition—to which the 
sequently, Khatib objected 


Abi Hatim] quoted things from 


[hese were documented accurately in 
ontrary to what was related from 

1 third edition of the work—transmitted 
Kurdi—that contained corrections to 
ntioned in his rejoinder Muwaddil 

Clarif gx Oversights of Conflation and 


Bukhari revised his books 


We can prove this through the 


sequent rejoinders. We 


all of his works, but at-Tarikh 


ensions [oI 


Faye 
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Stage 6: Continuous Improvements 
Bukhari constantly improved and added material to his Tarikh until 
a late stage in his life. He said, “I authored all my books three times.” 


He also said, “If some of the teachers of these people were brought 
back to life, they would not understand how I wrote the Tarikh nor 


would they recognize it.” He then said, “I revised it three times.” 


He also said, “Ishag ibn Rahawayh presented my book the Tarikh to 
‘Abdullah ibn Tahir. He said, * 


After reading it, ‘Abdullah was impressed and said, * 


I do not under 
stand his compilation’”? Ishag ibn Rahawayh passed away in 230 AH. 
Meanwhile, in the beginning of the volume of at-Tarikh al-Kabir, 
Muhammad ibn Sahl al-Fasawi al-Mugqri’ mentions, “Aba ‘Abdillah 


Muhammad ibn Isma‘il ibn Ibrahim al-Bukhari al-Ju‘fi narrated to 


us in Basra in the year 246 Au.” Yet the book comprises the entries 
of Hadith scholars and transmitters who passed away after Ishaq ibn 


Rahawayh. It even contains those who passed away after the recitation 
of [the work by] Muhammad ibn Sahl in the year 246 an. Bukhari 
said, Muhammad ibn Bashshar Aba Bakr Bundar: he passed away 


in Rajab 252 AH. He heard from Ghundar 


The Place of the Sahih’s Compilati 

Opinions vary on where the Sahih was compiled. ‘Abd al-Quddis 
ibn Hammam said, “I heard many scholars say, ‘Bukhari transferred 
(hawwal) the chapter headings of his Jami between the Pr ophet'’s grave 
and his pulpit. He prayed two units for every chapter heading’ ”s Aba 


‘|-Fadl Muhammad ibn Tahir al-Maqdisi related many opinions in 


this respect. He writes, “Bukhari compiled his Sahih in Bukhara,” and 


he prefers this view. He also writes, “It is said, “Rather, he authored 


prepare a fair copy. See Huda as-Sari 
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it in Makkah in the Sacred Mosque.” Nawawi comments on this 
saying, It is possible —rather, it 1s necessary —to reconcile these 
reports, because, as we mentioned earlier, he compiled the Sahih 
over a period of 16 years. He, therefore, compiled parts in Makkah 
Madinah, Basra and Bukhara. And Allah knows best.” 

Nawawis explanation is supported by what Bukhari’s copyist 
mentioned regarding the compilation of al-Jami as-Sahih at a later 


stage. He said, 


| purchased 1 house for « lirhams. Bukhari gave me a thousand 


dirhams and said, “Buy your house with this money.” I accepted it 


from | 


11m and thanked him. W nent ned our focus to writing; at 


the time, we were busy compiling th ] 1. We spent the next two 


} 


days c« mpiling the Jami. On that day, we wrote a substantial amount 


until the Zuhr pray 


the Lunt ft yer, we continuously wrote 


1 1 1 1 
without breaking for food ina tne few days passed, and we 


wrote 


As I have mentioned repeatedly, this was not the first time he com- 
piled the work. Rather, he had already drafted an outline of al-Jami 
as-Sahth between the Sacred Mosque of Makkah and the Prophetic 
grave (the most beautiful of salutations and peace be upon its inhab- 
itant). Thereafter, he continuously omitted, added, rearranged and 

1] 


amended the work until hi As we will see in the following 


section, he was still in the process of improving it when he passed 


I i 


away. 


The Original Exemplar (Asl) of Sahih al-Bukhari 
In Sahth al-Bukhari it is reported that Aba Hurayrah & said, “The 
Prophet # said, “The fornicator is not a believer when fornicating. 


Firabri said, “I found in the handwriting of Aba Ja‘far that Abi 


MAM BUKHARIS LIFE AND TIMES 


‘Abdillah said, ‘Its explanation is: it (i.e. faith) will be seized from him.” 


Ibn Hajar said, “Aba Ja‘far is Ibn Abi Hatim, Bukhari’s copyist.” It 


may be inferred from this passage that Firabri was in possession of 


the copyist’s manuscript [the exemplar of Sahih al-Bukhari]. 


In addition, Bukhari narrates, 


‘Umar ibn Hafs narrated to us: my father narrated to me: A‘mash 
narrated to us: Ibrahim and ad-Dahhak al-Mashrigi narrated to 
us, from Abii Sa‘id al-Khudri, who said, “The Prophet @ asked his 
Companions, ‘Is any one of you incap ible of rec iting a third of the 
Quran in one night?’ That was difficult for them, so they said, ‘O 
Messenger of Allah, who among s able to do that?’ He said, “Allah 


al-Wahid as-Samad {Sarat al-I a third of the Quran.” 


Firabri said: I heard Aba Ja‘far Muhammad ibn Abi Hatim, Aba 
‘Abdillah’s copyist, say: Aba ‘Abdillah said, “This hadith is narrated 
from Ibrahim via a broken chain (mursal) and from ad-Dahhak 


al-Mashrigi via a continuous chain (musnad).” Ibn Hajar writes, 


“Aba ‘Abdillah” mentioned here is Bukhari, the author. It seems Firabri 
did not hear these words from Bukhari directly, so he quoted them 
via Abd Ja‘far. Aba Ja‘far served as a copyist for Bukhari; he accompa 
nied him, knew him well, and narrated from him abundantly. Firabri 


relates other useful material via Aba Ja‘far from Bukhari in the chap- 


ters of hajj, mazalim [injustices], tisam, and elsewhere.’ 


It follows, therefore, that Firabri possessed a manuscript of Sahih 
al-Bukhari with handwritten annotations from Aba Jafar, Bukhari’s 


copyist. 


The Sahih was Extracted from Six-Hundred Thousand Hadiths 


Bukhari said, “I extracted this book from a pool of six-hundred thou- 


1 Fath al-Bari, 5:120-119 


2 Ibid., 9:60 


hadiths for the purposes of brevity. Muhammad ibn Abi Hitin 
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being punished in the grave Ibn Hajar then quotes some co 
men ators who opine th this hadith 1s trom the remainaer ofr the 
previous chapter some scribes included it in this chapter without 


distinguishing between them.! Elsewhere Ibn Hajar writes, “Aba ‘Ali 
as-Sadafi asserts that its mention after the hadith of Ibn ‘Umar is trom 


: 
the doings of the scribe 


In addition, Bukhari placed the following chapter heading 


> 


“( hapter Highway Robbers a rom the People of Disbelief and 


A 


Apostasy. Ibn Hajar writes 


His words “Chapter: Hi y Robbers are from the People of 
Disbelief and Apostasy.” T] VA chapter heading is found 
here according to al he x on But its placement here is 
problematic I believe it was an over t by those who transcribed 


Bukhari’s book from the draft 


Moreover, Ibn Hajar related from Bulgini that the manuscripts of 


the Sahih vary in the arrangement of the chapters. He said, “The 


manuscripts differ reg irding the si quence ol the ch ipter on I ASTIN 


Ibn Rushayd, Ifadat an-N [ as-S |-Bail 
311. Trans.| 

Fath al-Bari, 3:241 

Ibid., 3:242 


4 Ibid., 3:349 
§ Ibid, 12:109 
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sand hadiths.” This claim is not farfetched.* Bukhari said, “I included mihani and Aba Zayd al-Marwazi differ in their arrangement even 


in this book only what is authentic. Yet I excluded other authenti though they copied from one original. That happened inasmuch as 


hadiths for the purposes of brevity.” Muhammad ibn Abi Hatim said each one estimated where to place something from the margin and 


<< c 1-] 1 ‘ qe “ , : 
I asked Aba ‘Abdillah, ‘Do you remember everything you included a scrap of paper. This will become clear to you when you find two 


Imsyour collection?’ He said, “None of its contents escape me. chapter headings or more conjoined without any intervening hadiths 


Throughout Fath al-Bari, Ibn Hajar noted scribal errors [in Sahih 


The Style of Sahih al-Bukhari’s Original Exemplar 
Aba ’1-Walid al-Baji said: Aba Dawad ‘Abd ibn Muhammad al-Harwi al-Bukhari|. Bukhari placed the following chapter heading “Chapter: 


: } hee ee ee Protection from the Punishment of the Grave.” He opens the chapter 
related to us: Aba Ishag al-Mustamli Ibrahim ibn Ahmad narrated : ; 

to us, sayil with a hadith from Aba Ayyab al-Ansiari: “The Prophet # went out 
.¢ > ny, : ) " 


when the sun had set. He heard a sound, so he said, ‘Jews who are 


I transcribed Bukhari’s book from the original exemplar that was in being punished in the grave.’”* Ibn Hajar then quotes some com 
Firabri s possess [ noticed that the book was incomplete. Many mentators who opine that this hadith is from the remainder of the 
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and the chapter on hajj. Likewise, the transmission varies in term; 
of their hadiths.” 

The Orientalist Mingana published several folios from a manu. 
script of Sahih al-Bukhari with an extensive introduction despite his 
lack of familiarity. He delves into the differences in the arrangement 
of the Sahih’s chapters, asking whether the chapter on fasting comes 
first or the chapter on hajj, as if he discovered a massive flaw in the 
book, not realizing that Hadith scholars were well aware of this dif- 
ference and clearly mentioned it in their works. 

Likewise, Ibn Hajar notes a hadith that was omitted in all manv- 
scripts apart from the manuscript read to Firabri.’ Be that as it may, 
there is no book in history that received scholarly attention, genera- 


tion after generation, era after era, like Imam Bukhiri’s book 


TRANSMITTERS OF THE SAHIH 


Muhammad ibn Tahir al-Magdisi writes, “Many people have trans- 
mitted Sahih al- Bukhari, such as Firabri, Hammad ibn Shakir, Ibrahim 
ibn Ma‘gil an-Nasafi and Tahir ibn Makhlad an-Nasafi.” Al-Amir ibn 
Makala writes, “The last person to transmit the Sahih from Bukhiri 
was Abia Talhah Mansar ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Ali al-Bazdi from the 
people of Bazdah. He was reliable. He passed away in 329 AH.” Firabri 
said, “Ninety thousand people heard the Sahih from Muhammad ibn 


Ismail though no one besides me remains who narrates it.” 


o 


1 Huda as-Sari 


2 [For an appraisal of Mingana’s criticisms, see Ahmad as-Sallim’s Risdlal 
Shubah Minjana 1 Sahih al-Bukhari and Brown, The Canonization of al-Bukhdari and Muslin 
pp. 384-386. Trans.] 

3 Fath al-Bari, 1:153. [Ibn Hajar is referring to Sagh4ni’s manuscript of the Sa 


See translator's appendix 2 for more on this manuscript. Trans. | 


4 2:395 
5 | 7:243; Styar, 12:398 
6 Styar, 12:398. [Dhahabi does not accept Firabri’s statement quoted here. See 


Dhahabi, Siyar, 15:12. Shaykh Muhammad ‘Awwiamah explains that his critique is 
unwarranted. See ‘Awwimah, annotation on Tadrib ar-Rawi, 2:365-66 Salih Fathi explains 


»=-3 


that the words Dhahabi used here are wu lam yasihh (“it is inaccurate”), which is not 3 
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Several recensions of the Sahih gained prominence: 


1. Aba Ishag Ibrahim ibn Ma‘gil an-Nasafi al-Hanafi (d. 295 an), 
the judge of Nasaf. 


He heard [hadiths] from Qutaybah ibn Sa‘id and many others. He 
travelled extensively in the pursuit of knowledge. Dhahabi said, “He 
wrote al-Musnad al-Kabir, Tafsirand other works, and he transmitted 
Sahith al-Bukhari”” Ibrahim ibn Ma‘gil an-Nasafi al-Hanafi’s recension 
has reached us via the route of Khalaf ibn Muhammad ibn Isma‘il 
al-Khayyam (d. 361 AH). Imam Khattabi based his commentary on 
Sahih al-Bukhari, Alam al-Hadith, upon this recension. There are 
occasional omissions in his recension. Abia Ya‘la al-Khalili said, “He 


is reliable (thiqah), a prolific memorizer (hafiz 
2, Abia ‘Abdillah al-Husayn al-Mahamili (23 5-330 Au).’ 


Bukhari visited Baghdad many times, wherein he transmitted 
hadiths. The last person to transmit from him there was al-Husayn 


ibn Isma‘il al-Mahamili.? I have a photocopied manuscript of this 


criticism of the chain of transmission; rather, he disagt that Firabri was the last to 
transmit the Sahih. See Salih Fathi, “Nuskhat Sahih al-Bukhiri al Asliyyal wa Ashhar 
Riwayatihi,” Majallat at-Tirath an-Nabawi 1:3 (2018 Trans. | 

1 Siyar, 13:493; cf. Nasafi, al-Qand fil i’ Samargand, 158, and Shaykh Abt Ghud 
dah’s annotation on Shurit al-A’immah al-Khamsah, 161. [A handful of narrations of the 
Sahih via the recension of Ibrahim ibn Ma‘qil are found in secondary sources. For instance, 
Bayhaqi narrates, Aba ‘Abdillah al-Hafiz related to us: Aba Salih related to me: Ibrahim 
ibn Ma‘gil narrated to us: Muhammad ibn Ism<‘il [al-Bukhari] narrated to us, saying 
Ahmad ibn Shabib said: my father narrated to us, ff Yanus, who said: Ibn Shihab said, 
from “Urwah, from ‘A’ishah (s@), who said, ‘May Allah have mercy on the early emigrant 
women! When Allah revealed, “And they should let their headscarves fall to cover their 
necklines, they tore their shawls to use as headscarves. This is how Bukhari narrated it.” 
See Bayhaqi, as-Sunan al-Kubra, 7:142, no. 13,508; cf. Jumu‘ah, Riu ayat al-Jami as-Sahih wa 


Nusakhuhu, 145-146. Trans 


Sort tris. 9 
2 Tarikh Baghdad, 8:19-23 


3 Ibid., 2:5. [Nazar al-Firyabi put forward a similar claim. He bases the validity 
of this recension on Kirm4ni's citation of a chain via Mahamili in the introduction 
his commentary on Sahih al-Bukhari as well as the presence . I 
to his commentary on Sahih al-Bukhari as well as the presence of a manuscript that is 
supposedly transmitted through this chain. See Kirmini, al-Kawakib ad-Darari, 1:10; 


Firyabi’s annotations on Fath al-Bari, 1:7. However, a number of ¢ xperts have expressed 
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recension of Sahih al-Bukhari from the beginning until the chapter ‘Uthman Sa'id ibn Ibrahim ibn Ma‘qil narrated to us, saying: my father, 
on “sudden death.” Muhammad ibn Misa ibn Hudhayl, and Tahir ibn al-Husayn ibn 


Makhlad all narrated to us, saying: Muhammad ibn Isma‘il al-Bukhari 
. Aba Muhammad Hammad ibn Shakir ibn Sawiyyah al-Warr - Fehoe 
= : : : : dd are narrated to us, saying: Abdullah ibn az-Zubayr al-Humaydi narrated 
an-Nasafi al-Hanafi (d. 311 an) 


to us, saying: Sufyan ibn “Uyaynah narrated to us, from Yahya ibn 


A a7 if; hamr 1 ibn Ibrahim at \ u | 
He narrated from Tirmidhi and Bukhari. He was one of the trans- Said al-Ansari, from Muhammad ibn Ibrahim at-Taymi, who said 
mutters of Sahih al-Bukhari from its author. Bakr ibn Muhammad ibn [heard “Algamah ibn Waqqjas say: I heard “Umar ibn al-Khattab say 
Jami‘ transmitted Sahih al-Bukhari from him. the Messenger of Allah # said, “Actions are judged by intentions 


Everyone will receive what they intended. Whoever migrated 
; : ee : ) ‘ 
4. Khalaf ibn Shahid ibn al-Husayn ibn Hashim an-Nasafi (d - - 
- for Allah and His Messenger, their migration will be for Allah and 


OE His Messenger. Whoever migrated to acquire a worldly benefit or 
He transmitted al-Jamir as-Sahih from Bukhari The people of Samar- to marry a woman, their migration W ill be for the purpose they 
gand heard the Jami‘ from him. He worked for the postal service there migrated.” 
in the year 302 AH He passed away in Rajab 308 AH.” 


6. Muhammad ibn Masa ibn Hudhayl 
5. Aba 71-Fadl Tahir ibn al-Husayn ibn Makhlad an-Nasafi 


Nasafi writes, “Aba ‘Uthm4n Sa‘id ibn Ibrahim ibn Ma‘qil said: my 
[Najm ad-Din an-Nasafi (d. $37 AH) writes 


father, Muhammad ibn Masa ibn Hudhayl, and Tahir ibn al-Husayn 


ibn Makhlad all narrated to us, saying: Muhammad ibn Isma‘il nar- 
He was a reliable student of Muhammad ibn IsmA‘il al-Bukhari. He ~, 
rated to us [.. .].”? 
transmitted the Jami from him. Aba Ya‘la ‘Abd al-Mu’min ibn Kh 


an-Nasafi, Said ibn Ibrahim ibn Ma‘gil an-Nasafi and Muhammad 7. Aba ‘Abdillah Muhammad 


n Yusuf ibn Matar al-Firabri (231- 
ibn Zakariyya an-Nasafi narrated fror 320 AH). 


Muhammad ibn Isma‘il ibn Ya 


He heard from ‘Ali ibn Khashram and others. He heard Sahih 


al-Bukhari several times: once in the year 248 in Firabr,} a second time 


reservations on the valli 


NA eT then ded in fow:se in Bukhara in 252,‘ and a third time in Firabr in the years 253, 254 and 


did not transmit the Sahih. In fact, 1 pe 265; the third instance was mentioned by Ghunjar in Tarikh Bukhara. 

ne feces ee x = 3 ae fs FORAGE: Gan He was in possession of Bukhari’s original exemplar, from which his 
ithidal ncsoastSivene:162 Taqyid,a:314-\Shun Vimmah al-Khamsahioi (Atenas students copied. This bolstered his rank and served as a testimony 

of narrations of the Sahih via the recension of Hammad ibn Shakir are found in secondary to his truthfulness.‘ Hafiz Ibn Hajar writes, “His recension of the 

sources. For instance, Bayhagi narrat Aba ‘Abdillah al-Hafiz related t J 

Ahmad ibn Muhammad an-Nasawi related to me, saying: Hammad ibn Shakir narrated 1 Ibid., 158-159 

to us: Muhammad ibn IsmA‘il [al-Bukhari] narrated t« 1-Hasan ibn Mudrik narrated 2 Ibid., 158 

to us, saying Yahya ibn Hammad narrate 1to me: Aba ‘Awanah narrated to us. from ‘As 3 Tagyid, 1:132; Siyar, 11:15 

al-Ahwal, who said, ‘I saw the« Prophe t's bow] in the possession of Anas. . .” See Bayhaq 4 Taayid. 1 132; Siva 11:15 

as-Sunan al-Kubra, 1:47, no. 116; cf. Jumu‘ah, Riwayat, 164-69. Trans 5 Tagyid, 12132 . 


2 Qand, 27 


6  Ifadat an-Nasih. 18 
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Sahih is the most complete.” The recension of Firabri is well known 
widespread and relied upon throughout the world today. Many have 
transmitted from Firabri, but his most prominent students were Abi 


Zay d al-Marwazi the jurist, Ibn as-Sakan, Sarakhsi and Kushmihanj 


8. Aba Talhah Mansair ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Ali ibn Qarinah al- 


lady) (dd 29 a LY 
Bazdi (d 329 AH 


Al-Amir Ibn Makala writes, “He was reliable. He was the last t 


transmit al-Jami as-Sahih from Bukhari.” Al-Ja‘far al-Mustaghfir 

writes, They criticize his transmission due to his young age at the 
c } j 1 & | 

time of audition. The book was recited to him from Hammid ibn 


3 - 1 1 
Shakir’s manuscript. His townsmen heard from him, and he became 


He was | reed slave of the lead 
of tl bel € I la‘f |] He settled in tl 
' < 
city of Taban ar I ( rd al-Jan Sa 
from Abii ‘Abdi i na IsmZ il. They found the reading 
7 y 
1 la I 
2 Ikmal7:24 
Siyar, 15:2 [Th ‘ the 1 Abd T 
ancestor: it is either Qarinah « Z i 
is also used. Ibn Nasir ad-D " h i Baz 2 
Bazd | 1 Bazd ul I l { 
ibn Muhammad fibn Ali] ibn Qarinah—it is sa Muzaynah 
al-Mushtabih, 1:450-451; Ibn Nuatah, Ikmal al-Ikmal, 4:622. Trans 


4 Ikmal, 7 240 
‘ Khalili, Irshad, 959 


f ‘ 
y ; 


a destination Of academic travel during his day 
9 Vias SI 13 an—Nasafi 
He transmitt S from Bukhari. Aba ’]-Ahwas Muham- 
mad ibn Maslamah ad-Dihaan transmitted the work from him! 
Mahi 
11. Abu ‘J-FadI Ja‘far ibn Muhammad ibn al-‘Abbis at-Tabani 
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certificate of Aba Talhah Mansir ibn ‘Ali ibn Muzabnah [sic], the chief 


of Bazdah, in the handwriting of Ja‘far ibn Muhammad al-Kabir on 


the cover of the Jami. Based on that, his [Aba Talhah’s] audition was 


deemed reliable according to some. Thus, he became a destination 


of academic travel and was the last to transmit the Jami from him 


Transmitters from Firabri 


Ibn Rushavd mentions seven transmitters of Sahih al-Bukhari from 
Firabri.? Rushati said, “Firabri is pr imarily relied upon in the trans 


mission of Bukhari’s book.”} Ibn Rushayd writes, 


Today, the recognized route to Bukhari in the East and the West with 


continuous auditions is the route of I He was in possession of 
Bukhari’s original exemplar, from which his students copied. This 


bolstered his rank and served as a testimony to his truthfulness ‘ 


Droves of people heard Sahih al- Bukhari from Firabri. In Ifadat an-Nasih, 

[bn Rushayd mentions seven people who heard Sahih al-Bukhari from 

Firabri: 1) Abi Ishag al-Mustamli; 2) Aba Muhammad al-Hammiayi; 

3) Aba ‘1-Haytham al-Kushmihani; 4) Aba Zayd Muhammad ibn 

Ahmad ibn ‘Abdillah al-Marwazi, the most eminent transmitter to 

narrate the book from Firabri; 5) Aba Ahmad Muhammad ibn Yasuf 
ibnal-Makki al-Jurjani; 6) Abi ‘Ali Isma‘il ibn Abi Nasr Muhammad 

ibn Ahmad ibn Hajib al-Kushani; and 7) Sa‘id ibn ‘Uthman ibn as- 
Sakan al-Baghdadi, the Hadith expert. 

The editor of Ifadat an-Nasith, Dr Muhammad ibn al-Habib ibn 
al-Khijah, added the following names: 1) Muhammad ibn ‘Umar 
ash-Shabbityah; 2) Abi Hamid Ahmad ibn ‘Abdillah ibn Nu‘aym 
an-Nu‘aymi; 3) Muhammad ibn Khalid al-Hasan Firabri; 4) Aba Nasr 


1 Sam*ini, Ansab, 3:102 
2 Ifadat an-Nasih, 17-18 
3 Ibid. 15 
4 Ibid., 18 


§ o1yar, 167117. 
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Ahmad ibn Muhammad al-Akhsikati; 5) Firabri’s grandson, Ahmad 
ibn ‘SAbdillah ibn Muhammad ibn Yasuf al-Firabri 
Dr Muhammad Ishag Khan added the following names: 1) Abi 


Bakr Muhammad ibn Hamm ibn N igib al-Bukhari; 2) Abi Bakr 


Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Matt al-Ishtikhani; 3) Aba Nu‘man Yahya 
ibn al-Khathlani [sic];? and 4) Aba ’]-Hasan ‘Ali ibn Ahmad al-Jurjini 
1dditional names: 1) Ismiill 


al-Hajibi;} 2) Aba Nasr al-Kushani;* and 3) Zurarah 


I have come across the followi 


1 - 1 1 ] c 
[herefore, the total number of documented transmitters trom 


Firabri is 19 Had cholars. The most eminent is Abi Zayd 


He narrated the S fro} rabri in 314 AH. Aba Dharr ‘Abd ibr 
Ahmad, ‘Abd ar-Rahman ibn ‘Abdillah ibn Khalid—in Andalusia, and 
Hafiz Ahmad ibn Mul 1 ibn al-‘Abbas al-Balkhi have narrated 
from him. Aba Dharr said, “He was among the reliable and precise 


scholars of Balkh.” He passed away in 376 AH 
2. Ahmad ibn ‘Abdillah ibn Muhammad ibn Yasuf al-Firabri 


He transmitted the Sahih from his grandfather, as mentioned in the 


footnotes ot Ifadat an-N 


1 | 
Sal I t > 1a 
tudent, th ofS I iribn M S 
ui—~K hatlar I j i \ kK 
nentioned |! | illa ; J 
Yani ] $7 ft.: Jumu‘a ] | 
nid wa GI Fau ¢ 
Sivar. 10:5 
4 insab, 6:4 
5 laqyid, 1:102 
6 Siyar 1/am an-Nubald’. 1¢ 492 1? Za 
7  Ifadat an-Nasih, 23, footnote no. &< 
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3. Abt Hamid Ahmad ibn ‘Abdillah ibn Nu‘aym ibn al-Khalil an- 


Nu‘aymi (d. 386 aAn).' 


Bukhari’s Jami from Firabri. He was in his nineties when he passed 


away in Herat in the year 386 AH. 


(*] Aba Ahmad Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Mahfuz 


al-Wargidi He transmitted Sal al- Bukhari trom Firabri 


4. Ahmad ibn Hajib ibn Muhammad al-Kushani (d. 392 An) [si 


5. Zurirah. 


In Tabagat Ahl Shiraz, Muhammad ibn ‘Abd al-‘Aziz al-Qassar men- 


Makkial-Jurjani entered Shiraz and narrated hadith there. The masses, 
judges and reliable people gathered around him; they positioned him 
by the Masahif entrance and heard from him. He had authorization 


for Sahih al-Bukhari via Zurarah [sic], from Firabri 


1 Ibn Makala, Ikr 7:37 

2 Styar Alam an-N 6:4 S f K r, 2:95 

3 Ansab, 5:64 1/1323 

4 Tkmal, 7:185 [The provid 1 refere: to | Makalas Jkmdal under the entry of 
Kushini does not mention Ahmad ibn Hajib al-K I here is mention of his son 
Muhammad and grandson Isma‘il, both of wh« A nentioned later in Dr A’zami’s 
list, However, in his supplementary work to Ik: led Ikmal al-Ikmal, Ibn Nugtah 
provides an entry for Ahmad ibn Hajib wher entions that Ahmad’s agnomen was 
Aba ‘Umar, he was relia is son M passed away 
after 330 AH. There is no mention of him trar itt t Sahih from Firabri. See Ibn 
Nugtah, Ikmal al-Ikmal, 3:326; cf. annotations on J} 1:564. Trans 

s Ibn Nugtah, Tagyid, 1:102-103. [In t ntioned referet Ibn Nugtah states 
that Abo Ahmad Muhammad al-Jurjani had authorization for Sahih al-Bukhari “via Zurirah, 
from Firabri.” No biographical information was provided for Zurarah. In his edition of 


) - , 
fagyid (17110 and 255 , the editor Sharif at-Tashadi notes a1 nuscript variant that contains 
| “| " 1 

the last passage as he transmitted it via Firabri (rawd/iu an al-Firal without any mention 


I 


of Zurarah. Earlier, A‘zami cited Ibn Rushayd saying that Aba Ahmad al-Jurjani was a 


t student of Firabri. Therefore, the name Zurirah is ribal err lso see Sallam, 


roduction,” in Mukhtasar an-Nasih, 69. Trans 
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6. Aba ‘Ali Sa‘id ibn SUthman ibn as-Sakan al-Bazzir al-Baghdadi 


al-Misri (294-353 AH). 


He heard hadiths in Baghdad, Harran, Damascus and Nishapur, He 
heard Sahih al-Bukhari from Muhammad ibn Yasuf al-Firabri in 
Khurasan.’ Towards the latter part of his life, after extensive travels, 
he settled down in Egypt. Earnings from business supported his 
extensive travels. He was the first to bring and transmit the Sahih 
in Egypt. He authored many books, but they are found among the 


North Africans. Among his works is Sahth Ibn as-Sakan- 


Aba Muhammad ‘Abdullah ibn Ahmad ibn Hammiyah a- 
Sarakhsi (293-381 AH 


1 


abir and the Tafsir of ‘Abd ibn Humayd ibn 


Ibrahim ibn Khuzaym ash-Shashi, Musnad ad-Darimi from ‘Isa ibn 


He heard al-Mus1 


“Umar as-Samarqandi, and Bukhari’s al-Jami as-Sahih from Firabri in 
the year 316 AH. He authored a book on the number of hadiths in 


Sahih al-Bukhari. Aba Dharr al-Harawi and others narrated from him 


Aba Dharr said, “I recited to him; he is reliable.” 


8. Aba ‘1-Hasan ‘Ali ibn Ahmad ibn ‘Abd al-‘Aziz al-Jurjani (d 


300 AH). 


He heard from ‘Umar ibn Bujayr and others, and al-Hakim and oth- 


] 


ers narrated from him. He transmitted al-Jami as-Sahih from Firabri 


9. Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Hajib al-Kushani ad-Dihqan 
10. Aba ‘Ali Isma‘il ibn Muhammad ibn [Ahmad ibn] Hajib al-Ku- 


shani 
{Sam‘ani writes:] He heard Sahih al-Bukhari alongside his father from 
Firabri in Firabr in the year 316 au.° [Dhahabi writes:] He transmitted 


1 Siyar Alam an-Nubala’, 16:117 


2 Kattani, ar-Risalah al-Mustatrafah, 23 


3 Sam*‘ani, Ansab, 4:292-—293 

4 Siyar z {lam an-Nubal@’, 16:292-293 

5 Sahmi, Tarikh Jurjan, 276-277: Siyar Alam an Nubald, 16:247 
6 Sam‘ani, Ansab, 4:6 
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Sahih al-Bukhari from Firabri. He heard it in the year 320 AH. He was 
the last to narrate Sahih al-Bukhari with an elevated chain. Aba Sahl 
al-Abiwardi, Shuja‘i, “Umar ibn Ahmad as-Samargandi and others 
have narrated from him. Dhahabi said, “He was senior and lived a long 


life.” Al-Mu’taman as-Saji said, “He passed away in the year 392 AH.” 


it, Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Matt as-Samargandi al-Ishtikhani 
(d. 388 AH).? 


He heard Sahih al-Bukhari from Firabri in the year 319 AH. Aba Nasr 
ad-Dawiddi said, 


| visited Ibn Matt in Ishtikhan. He asked me, “Have you heard 
Bukhari's Jami?” I said: “yes.” He asked, “From whom?” J said, “From 
Ism‘il al-Hajibi.” He said, “Hear it from me, because I was an adult 


when I heard it and he was being carried around on people’s shoulders.” 
iz, Abi Zayd Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn ‘Abdillah al-Marwazi 


He was a leading Shafi‘i jurist who travelled extensively. He heard 
{hadiths] from Ahmad ibn Muhammad al-Mundhiri, Muhammad ibn 
‘Abdillah as-Sa‘di and others. He heard Sahih al-Bukhari from Firabri 


in the year 318 AH.* He transmitted the Sahih in Basra and Shiraz; 


he sojourned in Makkah and transmitted the Sahih there. Al-Khatib 
! 


al-Baghdadi said, He was the most eminent of its transmitters.” 


13. Abt Bakr Muhammad ibn Hamm ibn Nagib al-Bukhari as-Saf- 
far (d. 381 AH).’ 


1 Siyar Alam an-Nubala’, 16:481. [Ibn Nugtah concurs with Dhahabi that Isma‘il 


al-Kushini heard the Sahih from Firabri in the year the latter passed away, 320 AH. See Ibn 


Nugtah, Tagyid, 1:407. For an example of a hadith found exclusively in Isma‘il al-Kushani's 


f, $:222—223. Trans.| 


recension via Firabri, see Mizzi, Tuhfat al- 


2 Siyar Alam an-Nubala’, 16:521; Subki, Taba al-Kubra, 3:99 


3 Siyar Alam an-Nubala’, 16:313-315 

4 Ibid., 16:315 

5 Sam‘ani, Ansab, 3:239 

6 Tarikh Baghdad, 1:314; Ifadat an-Nasih, 22 


7  Siyar Alam an-Nubala’, 16:424-425; Ibn Makala, Ikmal, 7:422 
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He heard {hadiths] from al-Husayn ibn Isma‘il al-Farisi and Muham- 
mad ibn Said. He narrated Sahih al-Bukhari from Firabri 

14. Muhammad ibn Khilid ibn al-Hasan al-Firabri 


Aba Sulayman al-Khattabi said, “Muhammad ibn Khilid ibn al-Hasan 


al-Firabri narrated al-Jami as-Sahih from Firabri exc ept for some 


hadiths towards the end [sic].” 


15. Abu ‘Ali Muhammad ibn ‘Umar ibn Shabbiyah al-Marwazi (d 


290 AH 


He was a senior Sufi mentor. He heard the Sahih from Firabri in 316 


\H, and he transmutt ed itin M 75 AH 
16. Aba Ahmad Muhammad ibn Muhammad ibn Yasuf al-Makki 
Tur 
He travelled to the Levant and Egypt. He narrated from Baghawi, 
Ibn Said and 1 Sahih al-Bukhari from Firabri in 
> ] 
Basra and Sutran 
17. Abu ‘1-Haytham Muhamm bn al-Makki ibn [Muhammad ibn 
al-Makk Z Mar 11-—Kushmihani (d. 389aH).4 
] ry < Sanin Bukhar 
Kh ns t [bra 
Vi Muhammad 
V } x: Firabr 
= See K Ira 
hI 
I ‘ Ina to) 
a pl 1 Sutr I tes tl 
from Tarikh J: t z. See Jumu‘a 2 
W arlier Lt | ‘4 ned in 7 jal > 
hat Al A} lal t 1 t § 
tl correc ra m t h 2 


1S VOW lize la Zur i a daimima nti Z i Ar uiternative Vv 


haddah on the ra@ is provided in the 


36; Ibn Nuatah, [kmail al-Ikmal, 2:649 
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Henarrated from ‘Abdullah ibn Muhammad ibn Ibrahim ad-Daghini 
and Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn ‘Asim. He transmitted Sahih 
il-Bukhari multiple times from Firabri. Aba Dharr al-Harawi, Kari 
mahal-Marwaziyyah, Aba Sahl Muhammad ibn Ahmad al-Hafsi and 


others have narrated from him. Dhahabi said, “He was truthful (sadiiq).” 


Transmitters from Kushmihani 


i. Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Muhammad al-Hakim al-Muzakki 


(d. 444 AH) 


}. 


He heard hadith in Khurasan and Makkah. He narrated from Zahir 
as-Sarakhsi and Haddadi. 


2. Aba ‘Abdillah Muhammad ibn ‘Ali ibn Muhammad ibn al-Hasan 
al-Khabbazi (d. 449 AH 


He travelled to Aba ‘l-Haytham al-Kushmihani to hear Sahih 
al-Bukhari; he heard it from him, and it was recited to him. Yamin 
ad-Dawlah Abi ’l-Qasim Muhammad ibn Nasir ad-Din summoned 
him to Ghaznah. He heard his recitation int ently, hosted him and 


was upon his audition and 


sent him to Nishapur. In his day, reliance 


manuscript.” 


3. Muhammad ibn Sa‘id ibn Sakhtawayh al-Isfarayini. 


He resided in Makkah and passed away there. He transmitted Sahih 
al-Bukhari from Abt ’|-Haytham in Makkah. 


4. Muhammad ibn ‘Abd ar-Rahim ibn al-Hasan al-Athari al-Khu- 


bashani (d. c. 430 AH) 


Henarrated from Zahir, Haddadi and Aba Nu‘aym. He was a reliable 


transmitter from the experts of Hadith. 


1 Al-Muntakhab min as-Siyaq, 39 


2 Ibid., 43 
; Ibid , 40 


4 Ibid., 48 
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5. Aba Sahl Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn ‘Ubaydillah al-Hafsi al- 


Marwazi (d. after 465 AH) 


A shaykh of good repute. “He was from the laity, but he was of reliable 
audition.” His audition of Sahih al-Bukhari from Kushmihani became 
known in Merv. The author of Muntakhab opines that Hafsi was the 
last person to transmit the Sahih from Kushmihani. Thus, the scholars 
of Merv heard from him. That audition earned him such honour and 


acceptance that he was escorted to Nishapur where Nizam al-Mulk 


hosted him. The Sahih was recited to him in the Nizamiyyah ina 


gathering also attended by the children of the judges, imams and 


authorities. 


cA 


bn “Abdillah al-Bajali an-Naysabiri as- 
Safi 


He was the leading Hadith expert of his day. Scholars recited to, 


and heard from, him in Nish apur, Isfahan, Tabaristan, the cities of 


Khurasan and Transoxiana 


7. Aba ‘Abd “tl ibn Ahmad ibn ‘Abdillah ad-Darir 


tt 


(361 -after 44 


He travelled extensively in the pursuit of knowledge. He authored 
well-known works in the disciplines of the Qur‘an, Qur‘anic recita- 
tion and Hadith.’ Aba Bakr al-Khatib recited Sahth al-Bukhari to him 


in three sittings 


8. Aba Tahir al-Husayn ibn ‘Ali ibn al-Hasan al-Hamadhani 


1 Ibid., 60. [Dhahabi writes that $ AH, whereas Sam‘in 


writes, “I believe he passed away in 4 i ec yar 2 insab, 2:239; Jumu‘ah 
Riwdaydat, 292. Al-Muntakhab min a 


of ‘Abd al-Ghaffar al-Farisi’s 


Sahih al-Bukhari from Kushmihani should, therefore, be ascribed t 


AH) abridgement 
at Hafsi was the last to transmi 
) the author of Tarik 
Naysabiir, not the author of Muntakhab. Trans 

2 Al-Muntakhab min as Siyaq, 93-94 
3. ~«Ibid., 129-130 


4 Sam*ani, Ansab, 4:327 
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He travelled to Nishapur to study Hadith, then to Sarakhs where he 
wrote, and then to Kushmihan where he heard Sahih al-Bukhari from 


Aba ‘l-Haytham al-Kushmihani 


g. Al-Hajjaj ibn Muhammad ibn Abi Sa‘id as-Sakhtawi al-Isfara 


y ni. 
His father resided in Makkah 


10. Aba “Uthman Sa‘id ibn Muhammad ibn Ahmad al-Bahiri al- 
Mulgabadhi [d. 451 au]. 


Asenior, reliable shaykh from a household of spirituality and upright 
ness. He was ‘from the prominent n 1embers of the Prophet's progeny 


and one of the Sifis.” He heard the Sahih from Kushmihani in Merv. 


ii, Abi ‘l-Khayr [Muhammad] ibn Abi ‘Imran [d. 471 au] 


7 


He was the last person to transmit Sahih al- Bukhari from Kushmihani 


from Firabri.4 


12, Aba ‘l-Hasan al-‘Ala’ ibn Muhammad ibn Muhammad al-Isfa- 
rayini.’ 
143. Umm al-Kiram Karimah bint Ahmad al-Marwaziyyah (d. 


463 AH). 


She resided in Makkah.‘ 


1 Al-Muntakhab min as-Siyaq 

2 Ibid., 

3 Ibid., 3 

4 At-Tahbir fi 'l-Mujam al-Kabir, 2 151\cf. Sam*“ani, Ansab, 11 117; Siyar, 18:383 Earlier, 
we saw that ‘Abd al-Ghaffar al-Farisi opines that Hafsi was the last to transmit the Sahih 


from Kushmihani. The difference may stem from the varying opinions on whether Aba 


|-Khayr's audition from Kushmihani was established. Sam‘ani believed that the allegations 


that Aba ‘I-Khayr never heard from him were unfounded. That explains why Sam‘Aani 
maintained that Abii 'l-Khayr was the last surviving student to transmit the Sahih from 
Kushmihani. See Siyar, op cit.; Ibn Hajar Lisan al-Mizan, 7:540. Trans 


, 401 


§ Al-Muntakhab min as-Siyaq 
6 Ibid., 427 
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14. Abi Dharr ‘Abd ibn Ahmad al-Harawi [d. 434 ay 


] 
J 


15. Ja‘far ibn Muhammad al-Mustaghfiri [d. 430 an)? 


2 

1 Ifadat an-Nasil 

2 Siyar Alam ar ibald 04 
A 
WW] 


BY) 


Chapter 2 


THE ROLE OF ISNAD IN ISLAMIC CIVILIZATION 


History shows that Islamic civilization is unrivaled when it comes to 
its attention to the transmitters of its history, books and narratives of 
its prophets and their exhaustive efforts in this regard. Indeed, their 
attention to the chains of transmission and narrators was not limited 
to the religious disciplines; but it also included belles-lettres, his- 
torical reports and other fiel y their attention to Prophetic 
hadiths was far deeper [than other people’s methods] and possessed 
greater nuance. The Qur’an and the Prophetic Sunna are to remain 
till the Day of Judgement, and so towards that end the Muslims have 
instituted an unprecedented system of education—unapparelled 
today and in the past. The foundations of this system were put in place 
during the Prophetic era, and rest on two fundamental principles. 


The first principl is the transmission of know ledge via the chain of 


transmission (isndd), which entails ascribing a statement to its source 


Or its transmitter. In his Sahih, Imam Bukhari mentions: 


CHAPTER: THE STATEMENT OF A HADITH SCHOLAR: 
HE NARRATED TO US OR HE RELATED US. 


* Aba ‘lAliyah narrated on the authority of Ibn ‘Abbas [a], 
from the Prophet @, from what he narrates from his Lord &. 
* Anas [i] narrated on the authority of the Prophet #, who 


narrates from his Lord 
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¢ Aba Hurayrah [#8] narrated on the authority of the Prop 


®, who narrates from your Lord &. 


Abu ‘Ali al-Jayyani said, “Allah (Exalted is He) distinguished thi, 


civilization with three unprec edented traits: isnad, knowledge of 


genealogy and desiential inflection (irab).” 


Al-Hakim an-Naysabiri said, 


Had it not been for isnad and scholarly insistence upon it, the light- 


house otf Islam would have coll ipse¢ d and the heretic § and Innovators 
would have fabricated hadiths and altered the chains of transmission 
Undoubtedly, reports are fragmented when they are devoid of chains 


of transmssi1o! 


Aba ‘Il-‘Abbas Muhammad ibn Ya‘qub narrated to us, saying 
al-‘Abbas ibn Muhamm Dari narrated to us, saying: Aba Bakr 
ibn Abi ‘l-Aswad narrated to us, saying: Ibrahim Aba Ishaq at-Talgini 
narrated to us, saying: Bagiyyah narrated to us, saying: ‘Utbah ibn Abi 
Hakim narrated to us that he was with Ishag ibn Abi Farwah in the 
presence of Zunhri. It A Farwah b gan saying, “The Prophet 3 
said.” Zuhri told him, “May Allah destroy you, Ibn Abi Farwah! How 
bold are you agair 4 lah! ¢ you not mention the isnad for your 
hadith? You ar ral sha liths th at have no reins or bridles.” 


This is how Hadith scholars from the first generation perceived the 
vital status of isnad in the discipline of Hadith, for it serves as its most 
important pillar and foundation vis-a-vis discussions of probity and 
retention. Likewise, they understood that content criticism cannot 

| ] 1 Y , 
be applied accurately without an analysis of the isnad.} No statement 


can be authentic until its chain of transmission is established. 


1 1/-Jami as-Sahil 

2 Ma'vrifat “Uliim al-Hadith, 6. The exchange between Zuhri and Ibn Abi Farwah 
can be found in [Sam‘ani’s] Adab al-Imla’ wa 'I-Istimla’, 5. These reports can be found Tadril 
ar-Rawi, 2:605 ¢ In the origins of Aba ‘Ali al-Jayyani’s remarks, see Shaykh ‘Awwimah’s 
annotations to Tadrib ar-Rawi, 4:581. Trans.] 

3 [When a person says a hadith has problematic content, he either believes t 


Prophet himself made a problem atic statement or alte rnatively he believes someone 


in the chain leading to the hadith made an error in transmission. When Hadith scholars 


60 


THE ROLE OF ISNAD 


Ibn Hazm said, 


The transmission of reliable narrators, successively reaching back to 
the Prophet #, has been used by Allah to distinguish the Muslims 
from other sects. Interrupted and problematic chains are found among 
the Jews, but they do not reac h [the time of ] Misa [x8] like we reach 
(the time of ] Muhammad #. They stop short of Missa’s lifetime with 


a gap of over thirty generations. In fact, it is not possible for them to 


reach a Prophet's disciple or his follower 


Many statements have been related from the predec essors (salaf 


j 


emphasizing the importance of isnad. Ibn al-Mubarak said, “Isndd is 


part of the religion. Were it not for isnad, anyone could say whatever 
they wanted.”? Sufyan ibn ‘Uyaynah said, “Zuhri narrated a hadith one 


day, so I said, ‘Present it without an isnad. Zuhri said, ‘Do you climb 


to the roof without the stairs?” Thawri said, “Isnad is the weapon 


of the believer.” Ahmad ibn Hanbal said, “Seeking elevated chains 
is the practice of the predecessors. The students of ‘Abdullah [ibn 


Mas‘td] would travel from Kufa to Madinah to learn and hear from 


‘Umar. Muhammad ibn Aslam at-Tasi said, “Shortness of the isnad 


“ 


iscloseness to Allah &.” Muhammad ibn Sirin said, “This knowledge 
is religion; so be wary of whom you take your religion from.” He 


(Ibn Sirin] also said, 


They did not ask for isnad [in earlier times], but when the strife (fitnah) 


found the content of a hadith proble matic, they would identify a flaw in the chain, as 
it was inconceivable that the Prophet could utter something problematic Ibn as-Salah 


has explained this idea in clear terms: “When the text of a hadith (matn) is inauthentic, it 


a Ibn as-Salah, 45 


scholars primarily focused on isnad- 


is impossible for it to have an authentic chain.” See Ibn as-Salah, I 


With this in mind, one can understand 


based criticism, and how the content of a hadith impacted their evaluation of its chain 
of transmission. On the primacy of isndd criticism, see Idlibi, Manhaj Naqd al-Matn, 190; 


Hasani, Ma'rifat Madar al-Isnad, 1:534. Trans 


1 {Ibn Hazm’s remarks have been paraphrased here by Suyati in Tadrib ar-Rawi. For 


] 


the full version, see Ibn Hazm, Fisal, 2:67-70. Trans.] 


2 Introduction to Sahih Muslim, 1:12; Sharaf Ash l-Hadith, 41, no. 78; Ilma, 194 
3. Al-Khatib al-Baghdadi cites it with a chain of transmission in Sharaf Ashab 


al-Hadith, 42, no. 81 
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occurred, they said, “ 


to the Ahl as-Sunn 


ire innovators, the 


’ 1 
The second principle was the preservation of books. It Was unaccep- 
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inent among them, I believe, is our teacher Maulana Husain Ahmac 


Madani. We completed al-Jami as-Sahih through audition (sama’) and 
presentation (ard) over one academic year in 1371 AH/1951-19§2 CI 
He narrates from Shaykh al-Islam Maulana Mahmid al-Hasan 
ad-Deobandi— who was held captive in Malta by the British—from 
Shaykh ‘Abd ar-Rahman al-P inipati, from Shah Muhamamd Ishag 
ad-Dihlawi, from Shah ‘Abd al-—‘Aziz ad-Dihlawi, from Shah Wali 
Allah ad-Dihlawi, [who said|: Shaykh Aba Tahir Muhammad ibn 


[brahim al-Kurdi al-Madani related to us, saying: my father Shaykh 


Ibrahim al-Kurdi al-Madani informed us, saying: I read to Shaykh 
Ahmad al-Qushashi, who said: Ahmad ibn ‘Abd al-Quddis Aba 
'|-Mawahib ash-Shinnnawi related to us, saying: Shaykh Shams 


ad-Din Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Muhammad ar-Ramli informed 


us, on the authority of Shaykh Zakaz ij ibn Muhammad Aba Yak va 
] = ] Al ] | | 

al-Ansari, who said: I recited to Shaykh Hafiz Aba ‘I-Fadl Shihab 
ad-Din Ahmad ibn ‘Ali ibn Hajar ‘Asqalani, from Ibrahim ibn 


Ahmad at-Tanikhi, from Abii ’l-‘Abbas Ahmad ibn Abi Talib al-Hajjar, 


from al-Husayn ibn al-Mubiarak az-Zabidi, from Shaykh Aba ‘l-Wagt 


‘Abd al-Awwal ibn ‘Isa ibn Shu‘ayb as-Sijzi al-Harawi, from Shaykh 
Aba l-Hasan ‘Abd ar 


n ibn Muzaftar ad-Dawadi, from Aba 


al 


Muhammad ‘Abdulla Ahmad as-Sarakhsi, from Aba ‘Abdillah 
Muhammad ibn Yasuf ibn Matar ibn Salih ibn Bishr al-Firabri, from 
Imam Bukhari. 

In addition, many friends and family narrate from us—and from 
others—via continuous chains of transmission until the scholars of 
Hadith. I would like to mention in particular the eminent scholar 
Nizam al-Ya‘qubi, who narrates the Sahih on the authority of: 

(a) His long-lived teacher, the great transmitter, ‘Abd al-Qayyum 


ibn Zaynillah al-Bastawi ar-Rahmani partly through recitation 


and the remainder through transference (mundwalah) coupled with 
authorization—who narrates it from his teacher Ahmadullah 
al-Partapgarhi ad-Dihlawi, from the polymath, the great transmitter 
of India, Nadhir Husay n ad-Dihlawi, hd (transition) — 


(b) He [Ya‘qabi] also narrates it through a complete audition from 
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his teacher, the great transmitter, the jurist, the wise, Muhammad Aba Sulayman an-Nadwi ash-Shafiii al- Husayni —his name is ‘Abd 
Isrdil ibn Muhammad Ibrahim an-Nadwi, who said: (i) ‘Abd al-Jabbar al-Karim ibn as-Sayyid al-Badawi Ahmad ibn Sulayman al-Husayni. 
ash-Shakrawi informed us: ‘Abd al-Wahhab al-Multani and Ahmadul In 2003, I founded a centre for Hadith in Turkey with 30 male and 
lah al-Partapgarhi ad-Dihlawi, ha (transition) —And I [Nadwi] recited female students, the majority of whom held PhDs. Today — [namely] 
with an elevated chain, portions from the beginning and the end to 2011, so that is within eight years —that number exceeds 1,000 male 
(ii) “Abd al-Hakim al-Jaywari, who authorized me. All three [‘Abd and female students, the majority of whom hold degrees of higher 
al-Wahhab, Ahmadullah and ‘Abd al Hakim] said: Nadhir Husayn studies, who transmit [Hadith] books ac cording to the methods laid 
related to us, saying out by the Hadith scholars. All praise is for Allah, and it is all with 
Shah Muhammad Ishag ad-Dihlawi related to us, saying: Shah His favour! 
“Abd al—‘Aziz ibn Wali-Allah ad-Dihlawi related to us my father related 
to us through audition until the chapter of hajj and the remainder 


was completed under his successors: Abt Tahir al-Karini related to 


us: Hasan al—-“Ujaymi related to us: ‘Isa ath-Tha‘alibi al-Ja‘fari related 
= | 
to us: Sultan al-Mazzahi related to us: Ahmad ibn Khalil as-Subki 
related to us: an-Najm Muhammad al Ghayti related to us 
(a) Qadi Zakariyya al-Ansiari related to us: Ibrahim ibn Sadagah 
al-Hanbali related to us: ‘Abd al-Wahhab ibn Razin al-Hamawi, ha 


(b) Qadi Zakari said: Ahmad ibn ‘Ali ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalini 

.] j “abe , - ra substantial 1 throuel 
related to us through audit for a substantial portion and through 
authorization: Ibrahim ibn Ahmad at-Tanikhi al-Ba'li informed us 
He [Ibrahim at-Tanakhi| and Ibn Razin [al-Hamawi] said 


Ahmad ibn Abi Talib al-Hajjar— Ibn Razin added: and Sitt al-Wuzar? 


Wazirah bint ‘Umar at-Tanikhiyyah—both related to us, saying 


al-Husayn ibn al-Mubarak az-Zabidi related to us: Aba ‘l-Waqt‘A 


al-Awwal ibn ‘Isa as-Sijzi al-Harawi related to us: ‘Abd ar-Rahman 


ibn Muhammad ad-Dawadi al-Bishanji related to us: ‘Abdullah 


ibn Ahmad ibn Hammayah as-Sarakhsi related to us: Muhammad 
e ibn Yusuf ibn Matar al-Firabri related to us: Muhammad ibn Ismail 


al-Bukhari related to us twice 


[I would also like to mention] Shaykh Nazar al-Firyabi, who has 
an extensive Hadith curriculum vitae (thabat), and our dear Ramadit 


Ahmad ‘Ali ‘Awf al-Misri, who narrates from his teacher Mustafi 
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Chapter 3 


THE YUNINIY YAH: THE MOST PROMINENT 


MANUSCRIPT OF SAHIH AL-BUKHARI 


The Yaniniyyah manuscript of Sahih al-Bukhari has gained universal 
acclaim for features that would capture the interest of any serious 
seeker of sacred knowledge. It is ascribed to the scholar who edited 


it in light of multiple recensions of Sahih al-Bukhari: Sharaf ad-Din 


‘Aliibn Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn ‘Abdillah ibn ‘Isa Aba ’l-Husayn 


al-Yinini al-Ba‘labakki al-Hanbali. He was a scholarly authority, a 
Hadith expert, a jurist, a mufti, unparalleled, an ascetic, a remnant of 


the predecessors, and the leader among his peers. He was born on 11 


Rajab 621 AH in Yanin, a city in Baalbek.’ He was martyred in 701 AH.” 


HAFIZ YUNINI'S CURRICULUM VITAE 


Acquisition of Knowledge: In his hometown Baalbek, he attended sessions 


onanumber of treatises with al-Baha’ ‘Abd ar -Rahman ibn Ibrahim 
ibn Ahmad al-Maqdisi. He also studied with ‘Abd al-Wahid ibn Abi 
al-Mada al-Irbili, Ibn Rawahah, his father and others. 


He freqnenta - a 
€ frequented Damascus where he heard from Ibn az-Zabidi, 


1 [Although th 


See Zabid mously known as Yanin, it also takes the name Yanan 
ee Zabidi. Taj al-“Arii 6:14.1 
» 30:14. Trans 


1€ town is fa 


7 [On Frid 


i Mday § Ramadan 701 AH 
dUited by 4 dp 
“odya deranged assail ant 


48¢ Of 80. See Dhahabi, M4 


al-Hay =f 4 
Hana} ila}, 


; : ‘ : ena 
alter entering a local library, Yanini was physically 


Chis attack eventually led to his demise several days later 


‘jam ash-Shuyakh al-Kabir, 2:40; Ibn Rajab, Dhayl Tabaqat 


» $5332. Trans ] 


} 
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[Ibn] al-Latti, Ibn as-Salah, Ja‘far al-Hamadani, Mukram ibn Abi 


s-Saqar, Ibn ash-Shirazi and others. After the age of 40, he travelled 


to Egypt in the pursuit of further knowledge and Hadith. There he 


Abd al-Wahhab ibn Zafir ibn ‘Ali, as-Sawi Yasuf ibn Mahmid and 


heard from Ibn al-Jummayzi ‘Ali ibn Hibatillah al-Lakhmi, Ibn Rawi 


others. He travelled to Egypt five times. He stayed in the company of 


Zaki ad-Din ‘Abd al-‘Azim ibn ‘Abd al-Qawi al-Mundhiri, complet 
ing his training under him 

He heard Aba 71-Faraj ibn al-Jawzi’s Mandagib al-Imam Ahmad 
from al-Baha’ ‘Abd ar-Rahman ibn Ibrahim ibn Ahmad al-Magdisi 


RE og ; ~ eo 
who heard it from the author. He heard Sahih al-Bukhari from Abi 


‘Abdillah al-Husayn ibn al-Mubarak ibn az-Zabidi al-Baghdadi; and 
he was the most outstandi 
He heard M 

“Umar ibn al-Latti 


ig transmitter of the book from the latter 
1 Humayd from Aba ’|-Munajja ‘Abdullah ibr 


Teachers: Muhammad ibn Abi Fath ibn Abi |] Fadl al-Ba‘lab 

the son-in-law of Sharaf ad-Din [al-Yunini], wrote a mashyakhal 
(catalogue of teachers) for him in thirteen parts Only the 8" to 1¢ 
parts have reached us, which mention 26 teachers.’ Likewise, Yaninis 


son has a mashyakhah that was prepared by Muhammad ibn Yahya 
al-Magqdisi al-Hanbali (d. 759 AH), in which he dedicated the fifteenth 


entry to his father | Yanini| 


Scholarly Praise 


His brother, al-Qutb Masa (d. 711 AH), said, “He was an eminent 


scholar, well-versed in Hadith, lexicography and syntax. He had hand- 
some features and a neat appearance, particularly when conducting 
Hadith auditions. He was 80 years old.” 


Birzali (d. 739 AH) said, 


Dhayl at-Tagyid li-Ma'rifat Ruwat as-Sunan wa ’l-Masanid, 3:17 
2 Muhammad ibn al-Fadl al-Ba‘labakki, Mashyakhat Sharaf ad-Dit 
‘Abd as-Salam Tadmuri 
3 Mashyakhat al-Imam Muhyi ad-Din ‘Abd al-Qadir ibn ‘Ali al-Yanini al-Ba 


4 Dhayl Mir'at az-Zamdan. 1:66< 
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He was an eminent scholar, handsome, graceful, striking in appear- 
ance, and poised. He was a man of great virtue. He memorized many 
hadiths and understood their meanings, was well-versed in language, 
articulate and well-spoken People admired him, and he, in return, 
showed them great affection. He fulfilled the rights of people and 
held them in high esteem. He was very generous to those visiting 


his hometown.” 


Dhahabi made a number of statements about him: “He was a ven 
erable scholar with a radiant countenance. He was good company, 
resourceful and qualified in many fields. He was joyful and dis 
armingly humble.”? “He possessed many noble traits, and he was 
illuminated in appearance and awe-inspiring.” “He was religious, 
knowledgeable, joyful, compassionate, a possessor of many noble 
traits and unparalleled.” “He was well-versed with the rules of 
transmission, possessed sharp comprehension, together with being 
learned in nomenclature and narrators.’ “He was an authority, a 
Hadith expert, immaculate, a jurist, a mufti, well-versed in language 
and obscure words, highly resourceful, methodical, revered by kings 


, ZlVv- 


and leaders, awe-inspiring, humble, joyful, and good company 
ing everyone their due rights.” 

Safadi (d. 764 AH) said, “He was good company, generous, pious, 
awe-inspiring and had handsome features.” 


Hafiz Ibn Kathir (d. 774 AH) said, “He was devout, committed 


/ 


and composed.”* 


At-Taqi al-Fasi (d. 832 au), “He was well-versed in Hadith, known 


1 Al-Mugaffa‘ala Kitab ar-Rawdatayn, 3:183-184 
bes ] 4 
2 Mujam ash-Shuyiikh, 2:40 
3 Al-Mujam al-Mukhtass, 168 
' 


4 Dhayl Tarikh al-Islam, 18 
§ Tad 


kirat al-Huffaz, 4:1500 
; ; ; hiss 
6 Ibn Rajab, Dhayl Tabagat al-Hanabilah, 4:332. Ibn R ajab frequently quotes Siyar 
} 


Além an-Nubal@ 


7 Al-Wafi bi l-Wafayat, 21:421. These are the words of Dhahabi 


Al-Bidayah wa ’n-Nihayah, 18:13 
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fields. People admired him.” 


Hafiz [bn Hajar (d. 852 an) said, “He was well-versed in lexicogn- 
phy, memorized many texts, well-versed in the chains of transmission 
the leading scholar of his town, and a destination for academic travel” 


SuyUti (d. 911 AH) said, “He was well-versed in the rules of 


transmission, deeply perceptive 


, learned in the texts and narrators 


lof hadiths], and dedicated to Hadith and its harmonization (dabi 


1 c] | , 
Al-Hasan ibn ‘Umar ibn al-Hasan ad-Dimashgi (d. 779 ax) said 


“ 1 5 | ‘ 
He was noble, eminent, handsome, striking in appearance, articulate, 


affectionate ed by people. 


His Scholarly Attention to al-Jami 


Hafiz Yanini afto 


ded great scholarly care to al-Jami as-Sahih. He 


4 


| if ssiduous in vowelizing and amending 


] 
Was aeeply 1ITuTne! 


it, and meticulous 1n rencing it with reliable manuscripts 


that were transmitted by experts. Hafiz Dhahabi said, 
He informed me that he cross-referenced the Sahih in one year and 


dictated it eleven times, reciting it himself. He frequently repro- 
duced it in his own writing. In addition, he developed deep juristi 
| 


insight, issued verdicts, taught, and achieved expertise in a number 


of disciplines 


He also said, “He had someone transcribe the Sahih. He then refined 
“7 
it with several manuscripts, cross-referenced it many times, and then 


| the book and its words. Thus, his teacher 


recited to Ibn Malik | 
Ibn Malik heard it from him.” 
At-Taqi al-Fasi (d. 832 Ax) said, “He heard Sahih al-Bukhari from 


Aba ‘Abdillah al-Husay n ibn al-Mubarak ibn az-Zabidi al-Baghdadi 


; 1 /-Ma 35172 
2 Ad-Durar al-Kaminah, 3:98 
3 Tabagat al Huffaz, $2 
4 Tadhkirat at-Tanbih fi 1) yam al-Mansiir wa Banih, 1:2 {2 
5 Dh ayl Tarikh al-Islam, 18, no. 6 
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and he was the most outstanding transmitter to narrate the book 
from the latter.” 

Hafiz Ibn Hajar (d. 852 AH) said, “He read Bukhari to Ibn Malik in 
order to make amendments, while Ibn Malik heard it from him for 
transmission and shared linguistic points with him.” 


The great historian Nuwayri (d. 733 aH) said, 


He afforded scholarly care to Sahih al-Bukhari with all its routes 
He thoroughly refined his manuscript ssigning a symbol for each 


route, and wrote accurate annotations on the work. I transcribed 


Sahih al-Bukhari from his manuscript seven times. I refined it like he 
refined it, and I cross-referenced it with his exemplar. That was the 


manuscript I used for my audition with Hajjar and Wazirah 


THE YUNINIYYAH MANUSCRIPT 


Hafiz Yaninis dedication to harmonizing the recensions of al-Jami 


as-Sahih, by cross-referencing and refining them,* was accomplished 


through reliance upon four important manuscripts: 


1. A manuscript read to Aba Dharr al-Harawi via the route of Aba 


2 [In the introduction to his manuscript, Yanini explains that the mother-text 


A 4 1 , 7 
for the cross-analysis was copied by Ibn Zayd 2 AH) from the manuscript used for 


the authorization he received from his teacher A \ bdillah al-Husayn az-Zabidi in the 
citadel of Damascus in the year 630 AH. Abi Hashim al-‘Utaybi argues that the mother- 
text was copied from ‘Abd al-Ghani al-Maqdi nanuscript, which in turn was copied 
from Abi ‘l-Wagt’s manuscript and contair variants from other recensions. Based on 

ttendance signatures on Magqdisi’s manuscript, ‘Utaybi continues, it is clear that this 


was the manuscript Zabidi utilized in 630 AH when teaching Yanini 


Hence, Zabidi’s 


authorization of Sahih al-Bukhari described in Yanini’s introduction was based on 
Magdisi’s manuscript; therefore, it was the source of the mother-text. See ‘Utaybi, Kitab 
labr, 68, 122, 163 and 401; cf. Jumu‘ah, Riwdyat, 678. Since Zabidi was authorized by Aba 


he used Ww hen 


‘-Waat, for him to use Magdisi’s manuscript —instead of the manuscript 


studying under Aba 1-W agt— was not an issue because Maqdisi s manuscript w as copied 


rom Aba ‘|-Wagt's manuscript. L ntil the 9 century AH, Maqdisi’s m anuscript was the 


3 a i} } 
signatures from Mundhiri (d. 656 AH), 


tines, With reading 


most authoritative for the Leva 


Dhahabi and ‘Alas (d. 761 Au). Trans.] 
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1 


for his memory; he was acquainted with jurisprudence and other 


fields. People admired him.” 


Hafiz Ibn Hajar (d. 852 AH) said, “He was well-versed in lexicogn- 


‘ 
phy, memorized many texts, well-versed in the chains of transmission 


the leading scholar of his town, and a destination for academic travel.” 


Suyuti a. 911 AH said, ~ He was well-versed in the rules of 


transmission, deeply perceptive, learned in the texts and narrators 


and dedicated to Hadith and its harmonization (dab)” 


[of hadiths 


A|-Hasan ibn “Umar ibn al-Hasan ad-Dimashgi (d. 779 a) said 


“He was noble, eminent, handsome, striking in appearance, articulate, 


affectionate and admired by people 


His Scholarly Attention to al-Jami as-Sahih 


] 


Hafiz Yanini afforded great scholarly care to al-Jami’ as-Sahih. He 


] 


was deeply immersed in it, assiduous in vowelizing and amending 
] 
it, and meticulous in cross-referencing it with reliable manuscripts 


that were transmitted by experts. Hafiz Dhahabi said, 


He informed me that he cross-referenced the Sahih in one year and 


dictated it eleven times, reciting it himself. He frequently repro 


duced it in his own writing In a dition, he developed deep JULISTIC 


insight, issued verdicts, taught, and achieved expertise in a number 


of disciplines 


He also said, “He had someone transcribe the Sahih. He then refined 


. . | 
it with Sev eral manuscr ipts, cross-reterenc ed it many times, and then 


recited to Ibn Malik | | the book and its words. Thus, his teacher 


Ibn Malik heard it from him.” 


> 


At-Tagi al-Fasi (d. 832 Au) said, “He heard Sahih al-Bukhari from 
Aba ‘Abdillah al-Husayn ibn al-Mubarak ibn az-Zabidi al-Baghdadi 


1 Dhayl at-Taqyid li-Mavrifat Ruwat as-Sunan wa ’l-Masanid, 3:172 
2 1d-Durar al-Kaminah, 3:98 

3 Tabagat al-Huffaz, 52 

4 Tadhkirat at-Tanbih fi Ayyam al-Mansiir wa Banih, 1:24 

5 Dhay | Tarikh al-Islam, 18, no. 6 
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and he was the most outstanding transmitter to narrate the book 
from the latter.” 

Hafiz Ibn Hajar (d. 852 AH) said, “He read Bukhari to Ibn Malik in 
order to make amendments, while Ibn Malik heard it from him for 
transmission and shared linguistic points with him.” 


The great historian Nuwayri (d. 733 AH) said, 


He afforded scholarly care to Sahih al-Bukhari with all its routes 


He thoroughly refined his manuscript, assigning a symbol for each 
route, and wrote accurate annotations on the work. I transcribed 
Sahih al-Bukhari from his manusc1 pt seven times. I refined it like he 
refined it, and I cross-referenced it with his exemplar. That was the 


manuscript I used for my audition with Hajjar and Wazirah 


THE YUNINIY YAH MANUSCRIPT 


Hafiz Yanini'’s dedication to harmonizing the recensions of al-Jami 


j 


as-Sahih, by cross-referencing and refining them,” was accomplished 


through reliance upon four important manuscripts: 


1. A manuscript read to Aba Dharr al-Harawi via the route of Aba 


1 Nil |-Ara 1 
2 [In the introduction to his m ript, Yanini explains that the mother-text 
for the cross-analysis was copied by Ibn Z AH) from the manuscript used for 
the authorization he received from his tea rA A bdillah al-Husayn az-Zabidi in the 
itadel of Damascus in the year 630 AH. Aba: Hashim al-‘Utaybi argues that the mother 
text was copied from ‘Abd al-Ghani al-Maqd nanuscript, which in turn was copied 
from Aba ‘|-Waqt's manuscript ar ym other recensions. Based on 
the attendance signatures on Maqdisi Utaybi continues, it is clear that this 
the manuscript Zabidi utilized ix AH when teaching Yanini. Hence, Zabidi’s 
thorization of Sahih al-Bukhari described in Yanini’s introduction was based on 


s the source of the mother-text. See ‘Utaybi, Kitab 


Magdisi s manuscript 


, -s a : , 
labr, 68, 122, 163 and 401; cf. Jumu‘ah, | iyat, 678. Since Zabidi was authorized by Aba 
Fa " 


t, for him to use Maqdisi’s manuscript—instead of the manuscript he used when 


tudying under Aba ‘l-Wagt — was not an issue because Maqdisi’s manuscript was copied 
; ; ; a 
from Abd ‘l-Waqt's manuscript. Until the 9 century AH, Maqdisi’s manuscript was the 


most authoritative for the Levantines, with reading signatures from Mundhiri (d. 656 AH), 


habi and ‘Ala’ (d. 761 AH). Trans. 
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‘Abbas Ahmad ibn al-Hutay’ah, who was originally from Fe; 


and then migrated to Egypt 


2. A manuscript read to Asili, annotated by Ibn ‘Abd al-Barr Yasuf 
ibn ‘Abdillah an-Namari al-Qurtubi.’ 
3. The manuscript used for the audition of Aba ‘l-Qasim ibn 


‘Asakir ‘Ali ibn al-Husayn ad Dimashgi, the historian of the Le- 
vant, which was missing the 13™ and 33" parts 
4. A manuscript read to Aba ’l-Wagt ‘Abd al-Awwal ibn ‘Isa as-Sijzi 


al-Harawi. 


Sharaf ad-Din al-Yuanini thoroughly cross-referenced these mant- 
scripts under the supervision of the celebrated authority Ibn Malik 
Muhammad ibn “‘Abdillah at-Tai al-Jayyani, who had settled in 
Damascus. This |process| was conducted in the presence of emi- 
nent Hadith experts, who followed along with reliable manuscripts 
of al-Jami as-Sahih. When they came across passages that appeared 
to conflict with conventional laws of Arabic grammar, Ibn Malik 
would ask whether the narration was transmitted in that manner. 
If they responded in the affirmative, he would explicate the passage 


CY 


within his capacity. Whenever he selected, preferred or suggested an 
] 1 . 

amendment, Yuinini would immediately amend his manuscript and 

mark it as authentic. In an instance when there were two or three 


desinential inflec tions rab), Yuanini annotated as he was advised 


and preferred accordingly. They proceeded in this fashion until the 


1 [He used the symbol ha’ for this manuscript. Given that Aba Dharr narrates via 
Mustamli (d. 376 AH), Hammayah (d. 381 AH) and Kushmihani (d. 389 Au) from Firabri 
further symbols distinguish the source of the variant. Trans.| 

2 | Via Aba Zayd al-Marwazi (d. 371 Au) from Firabri, for which he used the symbo 
sad. Trans. | 

3. [Via multiple routes leading back to Firabri, for which he used the symbo 
Trans.| 

4 This was the manusc ript of Abt Sa‘d as-Sam*‘ani (d. 562 AH) via Abd 1-Waat (d 


$53 AH) via Dawadi (d. 467 au) via Hammayah from Firabri, for which he used the symbol 
za, interestingly on accaunt of Sam‘Aani’s precision and phenomenal memory (hifz). This 
manuscript was also read to Karimah al-Marwaziyyah (d 463 AH) via Kushmihani fror 

Firabri. As such, it contains both the variants of Aba 1-Waqt and Karimah al-Marwaziyyah 


See “Utaybi, Kitab Jabr, 150; Jumu‘ah, Riwaydat, 673 and 679. Trans 
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cross-referencing and amendments were completed in the 71* session. 


In relation to this, Ibn Malik wrote his book Shawahid at-Tawdih wa 


1-Tashih li-Mushkilat al-Jami as-Sahih. 


Yanini functioned as the teacher and reciter while Ibn Malik — 
who was 20 years older than him—attended as a student, listener 
and transmitter. In terms of transmission and audition, this was the 
practice of the pious predecessors in studying from reliable, qualified 
teachers even if the student was older than the teacher. Nonetheless, 
Yinini also sat as a student, benefitting from Ibn Malik in terms of 


language, explication and amendments to the text of the Sahih.? In 


j 


the introduction to Irshad as-Sari,3 Qastallani dated this audition to 


the year 676 AH.* 


1 Qabas min Ata al-Makhtit al-Arabi, 1:114. [It lear f 1 a close reading of Sha 
wahid at-Tawdih and his comments r 1i nargins of Yanini’s manuscript that Ibn 
Malik did not alter any alleged gramma rors in th !-Bukhdari. He 


only vowelized and explicated abstru ¢ Yet even with s to passages that 


ostensibly conflicted with conventiona nar laws, if they were established as being 


xplanations for them rather 


part of the reliable transmissior 


than merely rejecting them on grammatical grounds. That being said, very few passages 
ostensibly conflicted with conventional grammar laws, in his estimation. In many instances, 
he simply presented the grammati ul origu It passage that already conformed to these 


laws, highlighted points of dis 


mumarians, and used certain passages 


aa pretext to elucidate concepts that wer t adequat addressed in other books. See 
Taha Muhsin, “Introduction,” in Shawahid at-Tawdih, 15-16. Trans.] 

2 Fromthe article of the Hadith expert, the erudite scholar, Shaykh Ahmad Shakir 
printed in the introduction of the Dar al-fil edition of al-Jami as-Sahih 


3 Irshad as-Sari, 1:40 


4 Ahmad Shakir writes, “In Irshad as-Sari, it is dated to the year 676 AH. Qastallani 


edit out in letters: sitt wa sabin wa sitt miah (six-hundred and seventy-six), not numbers 


lin which case, there was a greater chance of a typographical error]. This is definitely a 


mistake, because Ibn Malik passed away in 672 AH. At first, I thought it was a typographical 
error. I then consulted the manuscripts of Qastallani’s commentary at the Egyptian 
National Library. I found the date written like the printed edition, so I was convinced 
that the mistake was from the author, who made an ov rsight at the time of writing. The 
correct date is possibly 666 AH or 667 AH; hence, the source Qastallini quoted had it written 
2s silt wa sittin, but he read sitt wa sabin and quoted it as such. Alternatively, it was written 
as 667, but when he quoted it, he read a seven in between the two identical numbers [i.e 
six}, Allah knows best the accuracy of this [explanation]. I exerted considerable effort 


in trying to determine the correct date. However, I could not find anything mentioned 


explicitly in the extant sources 
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SECONDARY COPIES 


. AM 
Scholars have transcribed multiple manuscripts based on Yinini’ 
manuscript of al-Jami as-Sahih, which they used for cross-referencing 
1 -ndme They labelled these ript econdary 
and amendments. They labelled these manuscripts as secondary 
ther Si amet aa Terenced and amended actor 
(juru ), because they were cross-referenced and amended accoraine 


Yunini's manuscript. Rightfully so, they regarded Yanini’s manuscript 


] } “~~ I] ] 
as the exemplar and the ultimate criterion. In what follows, we will 
present only three prominent secondary copies. 

First: Ghazialis handwritten manuscript 


He is Shams ad-Din Muhammad ibr 


‘Abd ar-Rahman as-Safi 


1 Ahmad ibn Safi ibn Qasim ibn 
He was born in Ramadan 697 AH and passed 


away in the early part of 7 AH 


Qastallani writ 


In the introduction to Irshad as-Sari 


I came acros secondar ypies of this master exemplar. In my 
: Ae 
estim of them is the notable secondary 
ad , oe eT +} P| tient 
copy 1 I riginal: the copy attributed fo the 
authority, the Hadit «pert, Shams ad-Din Muhammad ibn Ahmad 
’ : ' rr 
al—-Mizzi ( ] : h was endowed to the Tankiziyyah by the 
3 . f ee 
Mahric ross-referenced multiple 
times with tv O} ndowed to the madrasah of Hajj Malik and 
Yunini's exemplar, such that nothing was omitted. I, therefore, relied 
on Ghaztlis copy transc! het Of DHukian in my commentary 
I consulted it for diacritizing and vowelizing the text and the chain 
of every hadith while noting the variant recensions and important 
notes found In) th marginali 


Based on the Khadawiyyah Library « atalogue printed in 1310 AH/1892 
ce, Ustadh Manini argues that the 2™ half of Ghazili’s manuscript can 
be found in the Egyptian National Library. The truth of the matter 


however, is this manus« ript has been relocated and its whereabouts 


1 In ad-Durar al-Kaminah (3:319, no 


him, juoted by at-Taqi ul-Fasi in Dhayl at-Taqyid, 1:71, no 


Veh 
. 
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are unknown. During one of my visits to the Egyptian National 
Library over 25 years ago, I asked to see this manuscript. Instead, an 
ordinary manuscript—unrelated to Ghazili’s or Yanini’s respec- 
tive manuscripts— was brought. Ghazili’s manuscript was probably 


misplaced or lost. 


Second: The handwritten copy of Abdullah ibn Salim al-Basri 

He was born in 1049 AH and passed away in 1124 AH. He spent 
twenty years in transcribing and refining his manuscript, relying on 
Yonini’s exemplar and other manuscripts. As such, the Basri manu 
script conforms to a high standard of accuracy. It became the master 
exemplar for subsequent prominent manuscripts. The Hadith expert 
Muhammad ‘Abd al-Hayy al-Kattani details the whereabouts of this 


manuscript in the following terms 


In the Illuminated Madinah, | Abdullah ibn Salim al-Basri’s 
handwritten manuscript of the Sahih in eight parts in the possession 
of the great transmitter, the wise, Shaykh Tahir Sunbul. It was of the 
utmost accuracy, CLOSs-I rerer ng and precision, and it was neatly 
written. He told me that he took it to Turkey to amend the Amiri 
manuscript of the Sahih that was being printed there and was later 
distributed by Sultan ‘Abd al-Hamid [m1] in the masjids and through- 
out the world. It was harmonized upon this. I am unsure how the 


e€ssion 


1 = ; 
manuscript came to De 1n Nis famuy s poss 


Third; The handwritten manuscript of Nuwayri 

He is Ahmad ibn ‘Abd al-Wahhab ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Abd ad-D7'im 
ibn Munajja ibn ‘Ali ibn Tirad ibn Hattab ibn Nasir ibn Isma‘ll ibn 
Ibrahim ibn Ja‘far ibn Hilal ibn al-Husayn ibn Layth ibn Talhah ibn 
‘Abdillah ibn ‘Abd ar-Rahman ibn Abi Bakr as-Siddig ‘Abdillah ibn 
‘Atig, the Companion of the Prophet @: [also known as] Shihab 


ad-Din Aba ‘l-‘Abbas al-Bakri an-Nuw ayri ash-Shafi'i. He was born 


aA - 
1 Fahras al-Fahdris, 1:199 
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on Wednesday night on 26 Dha ’l-Qa‘dah 677 au and passed away 
in 733 AH. 
In ad-Durar al-Kaminah, Hafiz Ibn Hajar said, 


Ahmad ibn ‘Abd al-Wahhab ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Abd ad-D7’im 


from Sharif Misi ibn 


‘Ali ibn Abi Talib, Ya‘qub 1l~Hadhabini, Bint al-Munajji and others 
He transcribed eight manusc ripts of the Sahih. He would transcribea 
manuscript, Cross-! eference it, add the audition certific ates’ and then 


Te 
sell it for 1, [dirhams]. He compiled a voluminous history in his 


own h indw rit ing lI 3 volumes, W hic h he sold for 2,000 dirhams. 
Citing Birzali, Ibn al-Jazari said, 


He transcribed Sahih al-Bukhari eight times. He heard it being recited 


to [Bint] ibn al-Mur id Ibn ash-Shihnah. He had beautiful hand 


: 
cen. He would cross reference a manuscript, 


writing and w 


bind it, add th udition certificates and then sell it for 700 dirhams, 
and at other tir stor dirhams.? 


Nuwayris handwritten manuscript is preserved in the Képrilli 


1 1 


Library, Istanbul, as item no. 362 from the endowments of Fadil ibn 


Ahmad Pasha. 


1 |During an auditi f a Hadith book, an invigilator wa appointed to do 


the names of the attendees inar ter known asa fabagah: (pl. tibaq). This register containe 


further information, such as the date and location of the audition and the condition of ea 
attendee during the class It was then k pt in a masjid or a madrasah to serve as proof for 
the authorization of anyone who claimed to have heard the book, or the lack thereof. A 
‘Amr ibn as-Salah (d. 643 an) dictated Aba Bakr al-Bayhagi’s multi-volume ¢ mpendiur 
as-Sunan al-Kubra to a congregation of scholars over 757 sessions. The following are some of 


the points that were noted in the register after he dictated the eighth volume: the number 


of sessions held; person i det ils of the attendees (¢ py. names lin ages and honorifics 


the state of the attendees (e.g. who poke during the dictation); the date of completior 


the venue; and the name of the registrar. See Muhammad Duhmin, “Intr 


al-Qalaid al-Jawhariyyah fi Tarikh as-Salihiyyah, 1:21-22; Aba Ghudc 


of as-Sunan al-Kubra (the Hyder 


103 and 137-138; the addendum to the 8“ volume 
Deccan edition), 346-50. Trans.] 


2 [Ibn al-Jazari, Tarikh Hawadith az-Zaman, 2:646, no. 799. Trans.] 
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The Sultaniyyah Edition 


Sultan ‘Abd al-Hamid [m1] issued an imperial order for the printing 
of the Sahth by Matba‘ah Amiriyyah, Balaq, in 1311 AH/1893 CE.’ The 
publishing house began work that very year. The first impression 
was completed in nine volumes in the beginning of the two Rabi'‘s 
{313 AH/1895 CE. In their preface, the editors explain that they relied 
upon an extremely precise and accurate secondary manuscript of 
the Yaniniyyah—the reference point for the recensions of Sahih 


a-Bukhani—and another manuscript cel 


-brated for its accuracy and 
precision. They did not, however, detail any other manuscript that 
they may have used. But a close study of their edition reveals that 
they also used Qastallani’s commentary. Furthermore, toward the 
end, they indicate that they were also in possession of ‘Abdullah ibn 
Salim al-Basri’s manuscript. 

Sultan ‘Abd al-Hamid [1] also issued an imperial order to the 
scholars of Azhar to form a committee of si holars W ho were deeply 
immersed in the field of Hadith to revise the print after its edit- 
ing by the publishing house. The Grand Shaykh of Azhar at the 
time, Hassinah an-Nawawi, gathered sixteen scholars who cross- 
referenced the printed edition of the Sahih with the Yiininiyyah, 
which was sent by the Grand Vizier Ghazi Ahmad Mukhtar Pasha, 
who served as the Ottoman High Commissioner in Egypt. Shaykh 


Ahmad Shakir writes, 


It is understood from the remarks of Shaykh al-Islam Hassanah 

an-Nawawi on 20 Safar 1313 AH—found in the preface to the 
Ipx y 

Sultaniyyah edition—that Yanini’s exemplar is stored in the Istanbul 


Imperial Library. It was sent to the scholars of Azhar for the purposes 


1 [Al-Matba‘ah al-Amiriy yah was opened in 1820 CE in Balag, a district in Cairo, 


under the auspices of Muhammad ‘Ali Pasha, the Ottoman Khedive of } gypt. Ownership 


of the press shifted over the decades as did inent names include Matba‘at 


wa Turathuhum ath-Thagafi, 


Balég and Matba‘at alAmirah. See [hsanog] 
| f 
427-28 Trans.| 

2 Fromthearticle of the Hadith expert, the erudite scholar, Shaykh Ahmad Shakir, 


who quotes the remarks of the scholars of Azhar found in the preface to the Sahih, 2-3 
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Most probably this manus ript was returned to its original place in 


the Istanbul Imperial I ibrary 
He further states, 


The quoted remarks from Shaykh Hassiinah’s preface give the impres- 
sion that the print was based on the Yiininiyyah itself, whereas the 
remarks of the editors of the Sultaniyyah indicate that the print was 


based on a secondary copy. I am unable to say with certainty the 


correctness of ther v W until the manuscript used for printing 
resurfaces and we learn the whereabouts of the Yininiyyah—if A 
es 
enabdies researcners f 
An Overview of the |Sultantyyah] Edition 


First, this edition of the S does not detail its chain of transmission 


to Imam Bukhari stablished earlier, it is clear to everyone that 


isnad is an exclusive accomplishment of Islamic civilization and that 
it holds an important rank in the religion. The importance Hadith 

hal oer A antl ; atitran sd nowt 
scholars gave to ismad in the acceptance of transmitted knowleage 
led to its requirement for the acceptance of all Islamic disciplines, 
like Qur‘anic exegesis, jurisprudence, history, narrator criticism, 
renealogy, lexicography, syntax, belles-lettres, poetry and stories 
The case is similar with books written in this period where they have 
reached us via the chains of their transmitters, even if the number of 


countless secondary c« 


the Mamluk official ¢ Din A ‘ 
time Qast 1. 92 H I t G 
After remaining in the possession of Muha 
Jam al-Fau aid, it passed into the hands of the M 
al-Basri (d. 1134 AH). See Mandani, “Sahih al-Bukhari fi ‘d-Dirasat al-Maghribiyyah” 
Majjallat al-Lughah al-Arabiyyah 29 (1394 AH), 533; ‘Utaybi, Kitab Jabr, 231-32. Trans 

2 Ibid. [Salah Fathi succinctly summarizes the vario 0 M4 
they definitely did not use thx origina Yuininiyyah; rather Ip 2 
sex ondary sources like ‘Abdullah al-Basri’s manuscript 
al-Mu'‘tamad fi ’t-Tabah as-Sultaniyyah, 15. Trans | 
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transmitters for a particular book was widespread. In fact, scholars 
regard this as a bona fide requirement for accepting these books and 
establishing their ascription to their respective authors. In fact, the 


slogan in transmitting manuscripts was “Chains of transmission are 


the pedigrees of books.” The application of nuanced principles of 
transmission and meticulous adherence to the various phrases of 
reception that indicate the manner of audition and transmission of 
books are the most effective academic tools for safeguarding books 


from alteration.” 


linching adherence of Hadith scholars to 


unbroken chains, the scholars who produced this valuable edition 


Departing from the unf 


have omitted one of its most fundamental underpinnings: citing the 
unbroken chain of transmission until Bukhari in the beginning of the 


manuscript. This omission has left writers on this edition bewildered. 


1 


Second, the scholarly adherence to citing isnad was even trans- 


¥ 1 


ferred to the commentators of Hadith books. Thus, Shams ad-Din 


Muhammad ibn Yasuf al-Kirmani (d. 786 an), Siraj ad-Din ibn 


al-Mulaggin (d. 804 AH),* Hafiz Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani (d. 852 an), 
Badr ad-Din Mahmiad ibn Ahmad al-‘Ayni (d. 855 AH)*° and Shihab 


ad-Din Aba ‘I1-Abbas Ahmad al-Qastallani (d. 923 An)? cite their 
chains of transmission to Imam Bukhari in the introduction to their 


respective commentaries before commencing their discussions, due to 


the importance of the successive chain leading back to the compiler. 

Third, the manuscript [of Sahih al-Bukhari| that we are presenting 
tothe readers is from “The High Mawlawi Sayyidi Maliki Makhdami 
Sahibi Library—may Allah populate it with the perpetuation of its 


owner, as noted on the cover page.* It is a secondary copy of the 


1 Fath al-Bari, 1:5 


2 Tawthig an-Nusiis wa Dabtiha ‘ind al-Muhadd 27-28 
3 Al-Kawakib ad-Dardri, 1:2-4 
4 At-Tawdih li-Sharh al-Jami as-Sahih, 1:56-< 


§ Fath al-Bari, 1:5 

6 ‘Umdat al- Qari, 1:22-23 

7 Irshad as-Sari, 1:69 

} 


Madrasah founded by the 


8 [This possibly refers to the library of the Sah 


I 


master exemplar, written by the great historian Nuwayri. It is the 


at-Turath an-Nal 


NTRODU( TO SAHIH 


TION AL-BUKHARI 


5“ of seven—as Nuwayri explicitly states, or eight as others state— 


I 


manuscripts that he had written. This is the chain of transmission 


cited in the beginning of the book 


It was related to us by the two long-lived great Damascene trans 
mitters: (i) Shihab ad-Din Aba ’l-‘Abbas Ahmad ibn Abi Talib ibn 


Abi ‘n-Ni‘am Ni‘mah ibn Hasan ibn ‘Ali ibn Bayan ibn ash-Shihnah 


al—Hajjar as-Salihi and (11) the descendant of scholars, Sitt al-Wuzari’ 
Umm Muhammad Wazirah, daughter of the knowledgeable authority, 
Shaykh Shar i-Din Abi Hafs ‘Umar, son of the erudite authority 
und ige, Wajih a Yin As‘ad ibn al Munajji at Tanakhi— 
ee etl ree a BO r | hes eth 
recitation t I listenex the Mansiriyyah located in the 
Bayt ( ( Cairo, in Jumada al-Ula during the 
montn I 
Th i Sit Wuzara | said: Shaykh Siraj ad-Din 
c 41 ] 4 1 r | 
Aba ‘Abdilla fusayn ibn al-Mubarak ibn Muhammad ibn Yahya 
1z-Zab 1 Shawwal 630 AH, in the Muzaffari Mosque 
Ww 
on IViol \ j 1S 
Aba X v bn ‘Isa ibn Shu‘ayb ibn Ishaq ibn 
Ibrahim as-Sijzi as-Suf Harawi, related to us through recitation 
4 wart 


to him as we listened in Baghdad in the latter part of 552 aH and the 


beginning 


Imam Jamal al-Islam Al 


Muhammad ibn 


Dawiadi related to you through 


ibn Mu‘adh ibn Sahl ibn al-Hakam ad 


recitation to him in Pushang in Dhai ‘I-Qa‘dah 465 AH 


Imam Aba Muhammad ‘Abdullah ibn Ahmad ibn Hammiyak 


J -1 
t 


ibn Ahmad ibn Yusuf ibn A‘yan as-Sarakhsi related to us through 


recitation to him in Safar 381 AH 


S$ that this mad 


vizier Sahib Baha’ ad-Din (d. 677 AH) in 654 AH. Maarizi write 


the gre atest institution of learning in Eg ypt, if not 1n the world, and was 


extensive library. See Maagrizi, al-Mawd iz wa |-I tibar, 4:211; Ma‘sarani, Tajalliyat al 
mas 


; - ae , ; - 
Nuskhat al-Jami‘ as-Sahih li ']-Bukhari bi-Khatt an-Nuwayri: Dirasah wa Tahgig 


awi 1:3 (2018), 29-30. Tran 
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Imam Aba ‘Abdillah Muhammad ibn Yasuf ibn Matar ibn Salih 


ibn Bishr ibn Ibrahim al-Bukhari al-Firabri related to us in Firabr 


in the year 316 AH: 


Imam Aba ‘Abdillah Muhammad ibn Isma‘il ibn Ibrahim ibn 


1 


al-Mughirah ibn al-Ahnaf (a client of the Ju‘fis) al-Bukhari related 


] | 
| 


to us in Firabr in 248 AH once and again in 


Fourth, the title of the Sahih found on the printed manuscripts of the 


work does not correspond to the title designated by Imam Bukhari 
The current title is an abbreviation, perhaps by a transmitter or a 
scribe, and the publishing houses simply followed suit for the purposes 
of brevity. Imam Nawawi writes, “As for its title, then its author, Aba 
‘Abdillah al-Bukhari, named it al-Jami‘ as-Sahih al-Mukhtasar al-Musnad 
min Umir Rasilillah—sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam—wa Sunanihi wa Ayya- 


mihi." This title has been expressly mentioned in this manuscript: 


Kitab al-Jami as-Sahih al-Mukhta Musnad min Umar Rasulillah—sal- 


lallahw ‘alayhi wa sallam wa Sunanihi wa Ay} mihi 


Compiled by Imam Aba ‘Abdillah Muhammad ibn Isma‘il ibn 
Ibrahim ibn al-Mughirah ibn al-Ahnaf al-Ju‘fi al-Bukhari @, via 


the transmission of Aba ‘Abdillah Muhammad ibn Yasuf ibn Matar 
al-Firabri, via Abad Muhammad ‘Abdullah ibn Ahmad ibn Hammiayah 


s-Sarakhsi, via Aba ‘l-Hasan ‘Abd ar-Rahman ibn Muhammad ibn 


) 


-Muzaffar ad-Dawadi, via Aba ’l-Wagt ‘Abd al-Awwal ibn ‘Isa 
bn Shu‘ayb as-Sijzi al-Harawi, via Aba ‘Abdillah al-Husayn ibn 
-Mubarak ibn Muhammad ibn Yahya az-Zabidi, via Abi ‘l-Husayn 


-Yinini, Aba ‘l-‘Abbas Ahmad ibn Abi Talib al-Hajjar as-Salihi, 


~ 


~ 


~ 


Sitt l-Wuzara’ Umm Muhammad Wazirah bint ‘Umar ibn As‘ad ibn 


al-Munajja at-Tanikhi and others 


1 At-Talkhis Sharh al-Jami* as-Sahih, 1:213. [On the title of Sahih al-Bukhdri, see 
Abi Ghuddah, Tahgiq Ismay as-Sahihayn wa Ism Jami 


he earliest extant manuscripts of Sahih al-Bukhari from the recension of Abt: Zayd 


9-12 and 66-75. One 


il-Marwazi via Firabri written in the 5“ century bears the title al-Jami as-Sahih al-Musnad 


j ; 17 1 7 i j “ ” 
min Hadith Rasilillah —sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam— wa Sunanihi. See Sallam, “Introduction, 


in al-Mukhtasar an-Nasih, 76. Trans.] 
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} 1 ~ 4 ’ 
cited in the be ginning of the book: 


Um Muh 4 of the knowledgeable authori 
Sh hs H nar, son of th 
ind judge, Wajit A sac n al-Munajja at Tanakhi—through 
t I Mansiriyyah located in th 
B O ( o, in Jumada al-Uli during the 
They |] r and Sitt Wuzara’| said: Shaykh Siraj ad-Din 
Aba ‘Abdill H yn ibn al-Mubarak ibn Muhammad ibn Yahya 
az-Zabi larrat t sin Shawwal 630 AH, inthe Muzaffari Mosque 
on M 
Aba Waqt ‘Abd al-Awwal ib: ‘Isa ibn Shu‘ayb ibn Ishaq ibn 
Ibrahim as-Sijzi as-Saf Harawi, related to us through recitation 
to him as we listened in B jad in the latter part of 552 AH and the 
Imam Jam il al-I m Aba ’|-Hasan ‘Abd ar-Rahmin ibn 
Muhammad ibn al-Muzaffar ibn Muhammad ibn Dawid ibn Ahmad 


: , ; , \ 
Dawidi related to you through 


recitation to him in Pushang in Dha ‘l-Qa‘dah 465 AH 
AA a. 1x] 1 | 
Imam Aba Muhammad ‘Abdullah ibn Ahmad ibn Hammiyah 


ibn Ahmad ibn Yasuf ibn 


se ; : . : 
as-Sarakhsi related to us through 


recitation to him in Safar 381 AH 


vizier Sahib Baha’ ad-Din (d. 6 AH H. M | na 
the greatest instituti yn of learnings in Egypt ul tu A or 
extensive library. See M aqrizi, al-Mawa va I-I tibar, 4:211 at al-la 
Nuskhat al -Jamu‘ as-Sahih hi ‘]-Bukhari bi-Kha Nuwayri: Dirasah wa Tahaig,” M 


at- Turath an-Nabawi 1 3 (2018), 29-30. Trans.| 
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master exemplar, written by the great historian Nuwayri. It is th 
5™ of seven—as Nuwayri explicitly states, or eight as others state 


manuscripts that he had written. This is the chain of transmission 


‘Abdillah al-Bukhari, named it al-Jarni‘ as-Sahih al-Mukhtasar al-Musnad 


Aba Ghuddah, Tahgigq I may as-Sahihayn wa Ism Ja 
{ the earliest extant manuscripts of Sa 
a-Marwazi via Firabri written in the s“ century bears the title al-Jami as 
min Hadith Rasiilillah— sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam—wa Sunanihi. See Sallam, “Introduction,” 


in al-Mukhtasar an-Nasih, 76. Trans. | 
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Imam Aba ‘Abdillah Muhammad ibn Yasuf ibn Matar ibn Salih 
ibn Bishr ibn Ibrahim al-Bukhari al-Firabri related to us in Firabr 
in the year 316 AH: 

Imam Aba ‘Abdillah Muhammad ibn Isma‘il ibn Ibrahim ibn 
al-Mughirah ibn al-Ahnaf (a client of the Ju‘fis) al-Bukhiri related 


tous in Firabr in 248 AH once and again in [2]52 AH 


Fourth, the title of the Sahih found on the printed manuscripts of the 
work does not correspond to the title designated by Imam Bukhari. 
The current title is an abbreviation, perh ips by a transmitter or a 
scribe, and the publishing houses simply followed suit for the purposes 


of brevity. Imam Nawawi writes, “As forits title, then its author, Abu 


a 


min Umir Rasiilillah—sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam—wa Sunanthi wa Ayya- 


mili.” This title has been expire ssly mentioned In this manuscript: 


Kitab al-Jamr as-Sahih al-Mukhtasar al-Musnad min Umar Rasilillah—sal- 
lallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam wa Sunan | i wa Ay ) imihi 

Compiled by Imam Al ih Muhammad ibn Isma‘il ibn 
Ibrahim ibn al-Mughirah ibn al-Ahnaf al-Ju‘fi al-Bukhari &, via 
the transmission of Aba ‘Abdillah Muhammad ibn Yasuf ibn Matar 
al-Firabri, via Aba Muhammad ‘Abdullah ibn Ahmad ibn Hammiyah 
as-Sarakhsi, via Abii “|-Hasan ‘Abd ar-Rahm4n ibn Muhammad ibn 
al-Muzaffar ad-Dawiidi, via Aba ’l-Wagt ‘Abd al-Awwal ibn ‘Isa 
ibn Shu‘ayb as-Sijzi al-Harawi, via Aba ‘Abdillah al-Husayn ibn 
al-Mubarak ibn Muhammad ibn Yahya az-Zabidi, via Aba ’l-Husayn 
al-Yanini, Aba ’l-‘Abbas Ahmad ibn Abi Talib al-Hajjar as-Salihi, 
Sitt 4l-Wuzara’ Umm Muhammad Wazirah bint “Umar ibn As‘ad ibn 


al-Munajja at-Tanakhi and others 


i 4t-Talkhis Sharh al-Jami® as-Sahih, 1:213 (C yn the title of Sahih al-Bukhdri, see 


at-Tirmidhi, 9-12 and 66-75. One 


1 al-Bukhdari from the recension of Abd Zayd 


Sahih al-Musnad 
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This passage clarifies the title of the book as designated by Imam 
Bukhari &. A gross alteration was made in the title during the first 
print and it continued until the present day. This passage also clari 
fies the transmitters of the book from Hafiz Yanini, Hajjar and Sitt 
al-Wuzara’ until Imam Bukhari 


Fifth, the value of the handwritten manuscript [i.e. Nuwayri’s 


manusc ript) lies in the prominence otf its sc ribe and the apper 


audition certificates. The Yaniniyyah is distinguished from oth 


well-known manuscripts by these traits, the mention of the date of 


its transcriptio! and apps nded audition certificates Evidence for 
this is found in the end of the manuscript in the handwriting of the 
great historian Nuwayri 
Its transcription w ompleted on the blessed Saturday 20 Jumida 
al-U] 25 AH. Written for himself by the neediest of creation for 
Allah’s mer Al 1 ibn ‘Abd al-Wahhab ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Abd 
1d-Da’im ibn Mu n ‘Ali ibn Tirad ibn Hattab ibn Nasir ibn 


[brahin n Ja‘far ibn Hilal ibn al-Husayn ibn Layth ibn 
bn ‘SAbdillah ibn ‘Abd ar-Rahman ibn Abi Bakr as Siddiq 
J the Companion of the Prophet 
ribe known as Nuwayri. May Allah pardon him, be 
kind with him, and forgive him through His kindness and clemency! 
This is his 5 handwritten copy of A ba ‘Abdillah al-Bukhari’s al-Jami‘ 
as-Sahth—tor Ala! ne are all praise and benefaction! 


t 


From this passage, we learn the name of the scribe, the year of its 
i 


transcription and its number ing; he transc1 ibed al-Jami as-Sahih seven 


times, as he mentions in Nihdyat al-Arab 


IMAM NUWAYRIS MANUSCRIPT 


With Allah’s help, we came across an invaluable manuscript of al-Jami 
as-Sahih beautifully written by the pen of a scholar, jurist, lexicog 
rapher, belletrist, historian, scribe and [hadith] audition-registrar, 


who was celebrated among scholars for accurate w riting and com- 


—_— 
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prehension. As noted earlier, it is said that his manuscripts were sold 
for 1,000 dirhams a piece owing to their precision and quality. How 
could this not be so when the scribe is Imam Shihab ad-Din Ahmad 
ibn ‘Abd al-Wahhab al-Bakri an-Nuwayri, author of the encyclopedic 
compendium Nihayat al-Arab fi Funan al-Adab 

In the entry of Imam Yanini, Nuwayri described his own manu- 


script of the Sahih &: 


He afforded scholarly care to Sahih al-Bukhdari with all its routes 
He thoroughly refined his manus ript, assigning a symbol for each 
route and wrote accurate annotations on the work. I transcribed 
Sahih al-Bukhari from his manuscr 


pt seven times. ] refined it like he 


refined it, and I cross-referenced it with his exemplar That was the 


manuscript I used for my audition with Hajjar and Wazirah 


This manuscript is decorated with useful notes and corrections 
penned by Hafiz Yanini from the invaluable comments of Qadi 
‘yad, Aba ‘Ali al-Ghassani, [bn Malik and other critical, meticulous 


scholars @. 


Description of the Manuscript 
This manuscript is complete and written in diacritized Naskh script, 
containing 298 sheets each sized 32 cm x 35 cm with 35 lines per 
page. The chapters and sub-chapters are written in red as well as the 
numbers, notwithstanding errors therein. 

It [the Yaniniyyah| was read by senior Hadith experts to the two 
great transmitters of the world: Ibn ash-Shihnah al-Hajjar and Sitt 
al-Wuzar? Umm Muhammad.’ The senior Hadith experts who have 


read this manuscript include: 


1, Nar ad-Din al-Hashimi [d. 725 au]. 


2. Ibn Sayyid an-Nas al-Ya‘muri [d. 734 au] 


1 Nihayat al-Arab, 32:8 


f 


2 [As we have seen in Nuwayri’s chain of transmission, in 715 AH Hajjar and Sitt 


al-Wuzara’ held an audition of the Sahih in the Mansiriyyah in Cairo. Also see Ma‘sarani, 


Tajalliyat al-Jamal,” 18. Trans 
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3. ‘Ali ibn “Uthman ibn at-Turkumani [d. 750 aH], who read from 2, Ahmad al-Ushmini completed it through recitation to Shaykh 
his own manuscript [during the audition where the Yaniniyyah al-Islam, the erudite, Zayn ad-Din ‘Abd ar-Rahim [in 37 sessions, 
was used]. the last of which was in the citadel. . .]. 

4. Athir ad-Din Aba Hayyan al-Andalisi [d. 745 AH]. 3. It was completed through recitation in the 23™ session in al- 

5. Taqi ad-Din as-Subki [d. 757 au] Bustan al-Karimi on 29 Rabi‘ al-Akhir [7]15 an, to the two 

6. Fakhr ad-Din al-Mugitili [d. 717 au] Shaykhs [Hajjar and Wazirah|—all praise is for Allah! 

7. Jamal ad-Din as-Sabini |d. 731 au] 4. Then it was completed through recitation a second time spe- 

8. Shihab ad-Din ibn al-Baba [d. 749 au] cifically to Shaykh Aba ‘I-‘Abbas ibn ash-Shihnah [al-Hajjar] in 


the citadel in the 21* session on 3 Ramadan 723 AnH. Signed by 


In addition, there is Hafiz “Iraqi [d. 806 au], Hafiz Haythami [d. 807 ' 
aes eee Muhammad ibn Muhammad ibn Sayyid an-Nas Aba ‘l-Fath al 


t 

AH] and others 3 

Ya‘muri—all praise is for Allah! 

PedinnG s. It was completed through recitation from his manuscript in 
Reading Certificat : : 

the 18 session by the Nasiri entrance in Egypt, on 16 Jumada 


1. It was completed through audition in the citadel with recitation al-Akhirah 715 AH. It was then completed through recitation 
. on Tar Pea pe - leant C . 
by o Shaykh al-Islam Hafiz Zayn ad-Din al-Iraqi from his manuscript in the 18" session also on 16 Rajab in the 
year... Signed by ‘Ali ibn ‘Uthman al-Méaridini, praising Allah 
= ain ut and sending salutations upon His Prophet 
Nuw ver sl [ b . ‘ 
ae oN be 6. Ahmad ibn ‘Uthman al-Kulitati completed the entire book 
while ot! for Nuwayri’s manuscript. 1 through recitation to Shaykh al-Islam Zayn ad-Din al-Traqi. 
»f the scholars list it j 1 Ibn Sayyid an-Nis) and others read , 
- : ; 7. Ahmad ibn al-Kuliatati completed the entire book with the eru- 
iNUWayTl Tanti I I ital 
ATG: ificates and registers that are appended to Hadil dite scholar Burhan ad-Din al-Abnisi in his spiritual lodge in 
manuscripts may onificar How r, they can play an important role in 785 AH. 
diterature preserv l t rization and pr viding 3 > : - 1 
ee ae a Bist 8. Ahmad ibn al-Kulatati completed it through recitation to 
restructured a micro-histor readir ns of Ibn ‘Asakir’s Shaykh al-Islam | Jamal ad-Din] ibn al-Bulgini in the year 821 AH. 
Tarikh Madi D Da i the | P . 
Le ; 9. It was completed through recitation to the authority Shaykh 
participants in term ul miuliet ul f ition and stati . > : : . 
The Written Word in the Medieval P, 3; Aba Ghuddah, Safhah Mushrigah, 79 and 146. Trans] Hafiz ibn Muhammad al-Makki al-Qurashi with another man- 
[As alluded t« i yritten on Nuwayri uscript from the beginning of the book until the chapter on the 
manuscript of the S I i fic manuscript. This is ¢ : - : ; - 

a a ae obligation of zakat, and with this manuscript from the obliga- 
from the fact that th lanuscript ynta C ¢ 
from Ibn Sayyid an-Nias dated to 715 AH, for instance. When transcribing his tion of zakat until the end of the book overa number of sessions 
from the Yaniniyyah, Nuwayri had a transcribed the appended reading c . ] ; . 
rom the Yianiniyyah, Nuwayri ha ranscribed the appended reading cer (the last being on Thursday Safar 770 AH. Signed by Muhammad 
on the Yiininiyyah as well as those found on ‘Al d al-Ghani al Maqdisi s manu " : : 3 ; ; 

Yiininty yah's € xemplar He even asked the or iginal signatories to re-sign his copy in « ibn ash-Sharabishi] 
to preserve th “ir certificat in their own handwri ing See ‘L taybi, Kita Jabr, 1<8-159 and 10, It was completed through audition in the 23 to Najm ad-Din 
182-192; cf. Sa‘id al-Jamani, “Sarat al-Ijazat al-Mangdlah fi 'l1-Makhtarat al-‘Arabiyyah.” ¢ . 

Pay 1" : rae: ‘Abd ar-Rahim [ibn Razin with the recitation of Muhammad ibn 

Journal of Islamic Manus ripts 9 (2018), 85; Ma‘sarani, "Taj 3 ; 


‘Abdillah] ibn Zahirah al-Makki [in Egypt]. 
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Author's Appendix 


Imam Bukhari narrates over two thirds of the hadiths in his Sahih 
from nine Companions. The following chart illustrates the percent- 


ye of hadith from each of these Companions. Abia Hurayrah, for 
le - C | 


instance, narrates 1,049 hadith, which is 14.3% of the overall hadith 


inthe Sahih. 


Abdullih ibn Mas ‘Od 
Abé Qatidah ibn Rib 1: 2.7°% 
Aba Masa al-Ash‘ari: 3.0% 
Remaining 194 ¢ ompanions: 2 
Jibir ba ‘Abdillih: 4.1% 


Abdullih ibn Abbis: 8.3% 


Abdullah ibn Umar: 9.7% 


Anas ibn Malik: 11.0 Ye 


Abd Hurayrah: 143% 
A ishah: 12.1% 


Translator’s Appendix 1 


MUHAMMAD IBN YUSUF AL-FIRABRI 


sha‘Abdillah Muhammad ibn Yusuf al-Firabri was born in Firabr—a 
Abi 1 . | 


town that lay a parasang not th of the Oxus on the road to Bukhara— 


] 


in the year 231 AH.’ Celebrated as one of Bukhari’s last surviving 
sudents, he played a pivotal role in the transmission of the Sahih.? 
Countless experts in the field of Hadith have narrated hadiths via 
Firabri directly (e.g. Ibn as-Sakan ind Ibn ‘Adi‘) and indirectly (e.g. 
Khattabi’ and Bayhaqi‘). After spending a relatively lengthy life in 
disseminating knowledge, Firabri breathe d his last in Shawwal 320 
' 


AH. May Allah have mercy on his soul 


Scholars have explicitly and implicitly* vouched for his credibil- 


1 Spuler, “Firabr” in the E: ped m, Second Edition. Historians debated 
the vowelization of Firabr. Some pronounced it as Farabr while others maintained that 
twas Firabr. See Ibn Rushayd, Ifada Nasth, 11 

) Dh pt Firabri’s statement, 90,000 
Aul ammad mn ismal ind no one besides me remains who 
ts it from him, 
Dhahabi, Tarikh al-Islam. 7° 

4 See, for instance, Ibn ‘Adi, Ka , 1:123. In fact, Ibn ‘Adi was an important 

asmutter of the Sahih via Firabri ir Jurjan. See Brown, The Canonization of al-Bukhari and 


1,129 
§ Khattaby. ‘lam al-Hadit 
6 Ss 


ec f S 2... < a] 
Orinstance, Bayhaai, as-Sunan al-Kubra, 5:93, no. 9110; idem, Shu‘ab al-Iman, 
wei, NO. 2750 

7 Dhahal 
hahabj. Siyar Alam an-Nubald, 15-10-12 
On the ? 
1the concen a , ; : . 
al. 3. Oncept of implicit accreditation (tawthiq dimni), see ‘Awwamah, Dirasat 
ANY, 39~43 
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ity. Aba ’l-Walid al-Baji (d. 474 an) states that Firabri was “reliable, 
prominent” and Aba Bakr as-Sam‘ani (d. 520 AH) adds that he was 
“scrupulous.” In his biographical dictionary of impugned transmit- 
ters, Ibn ‘Adi (d. 365 aH) set out to include every transmitter who 
was weak in his opinion and exclude those he believed were reliable 

Despite narrating from Firabri multiple times in his book, Ibn ‘Adi 
does not include an entry on him nor does he negatively comment 
about him.* That a host of students and scholars alike have flocked 
from distant lands to transmit the Sahih from Firabri speaks volumes 
about his status as a transmitter. It is no wonder that he was, as Rushiti 


1 ’ - ' 
(d. $47 AH) explains, the main reference in transmitting the Sahih 


There are multit 


recensions of Sahth al- Bukhari besides Firabri’s, 
including that of Ibrahim ibn Ma‘ail (d. 295 aw) and Hammid ibn 


Shakir (d. 311 As Firabri's 1 


isé to prominenc e— vis-a-vis the Sahil 


in comparison to nis teow transmitters — can be credited, in part, to 


his freque nt studies under Bukhari, access to the original manuscript, 
his recension be ng the most complete anda long lifespan 

Given the preponderance of evidence to suggest his credibility, 
to argue that he was unreliable would require cogent proof to the 


contrary. For argument’s sake, even if there was nothing explicit or 


implicit to vouch for h 


eliaDility, the default position of someone 
1 Baj 
2 Ibn Nuatal ¢ 
3 Ibn ‘Adi, Kar 8 2 
4 See, tor instar $9 and $:4 
5 Ibn Rushay a d 1¢ 
6 The claim that Ibrahim ibn Ma‘ail’s recension lacks 300 hadiths that are found 
in Firabri’s recension is an exaggeration. Dr Shifa’ al-Fagih estimates that the 
is 64 hadiths. See Shif Riwayat Jami as-Sahih li 1-Imaém al-Bukhari, 62-65; Sallam 
“Introduction,” in ‘Ad ad Jami* Hadith al-Jami‘ as-S 16-17; Simih Mutawalli, Ziyada 
al-Imam Muhammad ibn Yasuf ibn Matar al-Firabri ‘ala Sahih al-Bukhari, 26. The variati 
64 hadiths in a tex tcontau is mentioned earlier a total of 1 ),057 reports 1.¢. rougly 
0.6% of the Sahih) is insignificant. Furthermore, the disparity in the number of 
each recension contains stems from the amount each transmitter was able to stud 


Bukhari. It does not stem from a disagreement on the 


1¢ actual numbe 
Sahih. See Ibn I lajar, Nukat, 1:294; cf. Brown, The Canonization of al-Bukhari and Muslim, 5 


7  Mutawalli, Ziyadat, 24-29 
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characterized with knowledge is that of uprightness, as explained by 
the Maliki Hadith expert Ibn ‘Abd al-Barr (d. 463 an).' Concluding 
his biographical entry on Firabri, Ibn Rushayd states that those who 
ask about his credibility should receive Yahya ibn Ma‘in’s reply to 
a person who asked about the credibility of some leading Hadith 
scholars: “Hey lunatic, have you seen anyone ask about the likes of 


these people?”? 


1 Ibn‘Abdal-Barr, M: 


id 


in Khams Rasa'il fi Ulim al-Hadith, 88-92 


‘Awwimah, annotations on Tadrib ar-Ra 4:19-21. It should be emphasized that the 
maxim applied here is for argument’s sake, becaus¢ curate application is in the case 
of unknown transmitters. In our case, there is sufficient proof to verify Firabri’s standing 
among transmitters. Shaykh ‘Abd al-Fattah explains that the academic heritage left by 


lars is evidence of their rank. The dearth of « xplicit approval or detailed biographies 
) bearing on their reliability. He adds a couplet of poetry, which ends with, “The 
t of Power (Laylat al-Qadar) is hidden, yet it is the best of nights.” See Abt Ghuddah, 
Khams Rasdil, 92 


2 Ibn Rushayd, Ifadat an-Nasih, 15-16 


— —l 
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SAGHANIS MANUSCRIPT O} SAHIH AL-BUKHARI 


Modern concerns surrounding the disappearance of Sahih al-Bukhari’s 


f 


exemplar stem from a failure to grasp the nuances of Hadith trans- 


mission. Consequently, Alphonse Mingana (d. 1937 ck), for one, has 


erroneously criticized the authorship of Sahih al-Bukhari. In general, 


Hadith scholars deemed oral transmission as the most authoritative 
method of establishing hadiths and were, therefore, not as concerned 
with the disappearance of original manuscripts.” The transmission of 


Sahih al-Bukhari, Qastallani (d. 932 AH) explains, rests primarily on 
the medium of oral transmission, not on manuscripts. 

However, these cc yncerns can be relatively assuaged by the pres- 
ence of a valuable manusc1 ipt that was cross-referenced with Firabri’s 
(d. 320 aH) holograph: Radi ad-Din as-Saghani’s (d. 650 AH) manu- 
script of Sahih al-Bukhari. Given Firabri’s acquaintance with Bukhari, 
frequent study of the Sahih under him,‘ and access to Bukhari’s 
exemplar, his manusc1 ipt of the Sahih was on par with the original. 


As such, the significance of a manus ript that was cross-referenced 


1 Mingar 2 “Ani portant Ms. of Bukhiri’s S "in The Journal of the Royal Asiatic 
5 ety of Great Britain and Ireland 2 (1936), 289 

2 ‘Abd al Qadir Jalal, IIa’ al-Bukhari, 63 

3 Qastallani, J had Sari 24 

4 As stated earlier. Fira i studied the Sahih under Bukhari for the first time in 
Firabr in > 


: : ? br 
248 AH, the second time in Bukhara in 252 AH, and the third time again in Firabr 
Mas asdand ass air Sec thy Nugtah, Taqyid, 126; Mutawalli, Ziyadat, 29-31; Salih Fathi, 
“uskhat Sahih al-Bul 


In 
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with Firabri’s holograph cannot be overstressed. This appendix will 
shed light on Saghani’s biography and the value of his manuscript 
of the Sahih 


: 
Biography 


The Hanafi lexic ographer Radi ad-Din al-Hasan was born in Lahore 


577 AH. He owes his sobriquet “Saghani” to his ancestral land in the 


upper Oxus province of Chaghaniy an — Arabicized to Saghaniyan. 


After receiving his primary education in Ghaznah (present-day 


1 


Afghanistan), his academic travels took him to the broader Indian 
subcontinent, Yemen, Makkah and Baghdad (at the Nizamiyyah) 
In 617 AH, while in Baghdad, he served as an envoy to India for the 
Abbasid caliph Nasir and later for Mustansir.* He was a polymath and 
a prolific author,’ described by Dimyati (d. 705 An) as an “authority 
in language, Islamic law and Hadith.” 


- 1 


His forte was lexicography; he wrote a 20-volume compendium 
entitled al-Ubab az-Zakhir. He wielded an equally strong command 
of the disciplines of Hadith, as evidenced by his countless works like 


Masharig al-Anu 


contribution to Hadith from an Indian scholar‘), a gloss on Sahih 


1 digest of the Sahihayn celebrated as the earliest 


al-Bukhari, a biographical dictionary on Bukhari's teachers,’ and 


treatises on forgeries,’ to name the most prominent.* In addition, he 


1 Rahman ‘Ali, Tadhkirah Ulama-e Hind (trans. Zayn al-‘Abidin al-A‘zami), 86; Ramz 
Baalbaki, “as-Sagl in Ey ped f Islam, Second Edition; Ibn as-Sa‘l, ad-Durr at 
Thamin, 344. Saghan 1 known as Sagh4n with an elongated alif. See Hamawi, Mu 
al-Udaba’, 3:1015; Hijrani, Q: ’ i 

2 bn as-Sa‘i, ad-Durr ath-Thamin, 344; Ibn al-Fuwati, Majma‘ al-Adab, 6:49 

2 II S D 4; 1 f i . 

3 He is also recogniz his ur y WI g. For instance, beneath 
ler - h x : J te © cies at | wf t ] r H +f 
letter sin, he wouid write a ietter sin in a lower tont to avoid contusing it for 


On Saghani’s style of writing, see Khan, “Introduction,” in Murtajal, 11; Ab 
footnotes on Tashili al-Kutub, 28 

4 Dhahabi, Tarikh al-Islam, 14:637 

5 Ramzi Baalbaki, “Saghani,” in Encyclopedia of Islam, Second Edition 

6 Sezgin, Tarikh at-Turath al-‘Arabi, 1:252 

7 For historical context on these treatises, see Karagézoglu, Contested Aver 
Post-Classical Sunni Hadith Criticism, 167-68 


8 Dhahabi, Tarikh al-Islam, 14:636—638. On his expertise in Hadith, see Chishti 
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mastered Khattabi’s Ma‘dlim as-Sunan and counseled his students to 
memorize al-Qasim ibn Sallam’s Gharib al-Hadith.' He passed away on 
igSha‘ban 650 AH, in Baghdad, but his body was relocated to Makkah 


where he was buried according to his final wishes. 


Saghani s Manuscript of the Sahih 
As his oeuvre suggests, Saghani took special interest in Bukhari’s 
Sahih. Furthermore, he studied the Sahih under several direct students 
of Aba ‘l-Wagt as-Sijzi (d. 553 AH), a key transmitter of the work. 
During his stay in Baghdad, Saghani spent a considerable amount of 
time editing a particular manuscript of Sahih al-Bukhari, later entitled 
the Baghdadi manuscript. This was not the first manuscript of the 
Sahih that he wrote. Earlier while sojourning in Aden, Yemen, he 
transcribed several manuscripts, which he left there as endowments. 
The most notable value of the Baghdadi manuscript lies in Saghani's 
cross-analysis of it with another key manuscript: Firabri’s holograph.* 
The reader may recall that Firabri had access to Bukhari’s exem- 
plar that was transcribed by his copyist Aba Ja‘far al-Warraq.® A close 
reading of Saghani’s manuscript further reveals that he had access 
to Ibrahim ibn Ma‘gil’s (d. 295 AH) recension, a direct transmitter 
from Bukhari.” In many places, Saghani alludes to material found 


exclusively in Firabri’s manus« ript, e.g. commentary and preferences 


z 


Imam-e Lughat Hasan ibn Muhamr S ini al-Lahori 2, 131-136. In the 1959 edition of 
the monthly Ma@arif magazine, Maulana ‘Abd al-Halim ¢ hishti contributed nine columns 
January to September) on the life and times of Saghani 

1 Hamawi, Mujam a daba@, 3:1015 

2 Ibnal-Fuwati, Majma‘ al-Adab, 6:49 

3 Dhahabi, Tarikh al-Islam, 14:637; idem, Siyar Alam an-Nubala’, 22:97; Yusufan, 
al-Muhaddith as-Saghani wa Nuskhatuhu min as-Sal 3 

4 Abad Makhramah, Tarikh Thaghr‘Adan, 8 


5 Ibn Hajar Fath al-Bari, 1:153 

6 A‘zami, “Introduction,” in al-Jami Musnad as-Sahih, 15; Sezgin, Tarikh at-Turath 
al-Arabi, 1:226; cf. Shifa’, Riwayat al-Jami as-Sahih, 429-30. That Firabri gained access to 
Bukhari’s exemplar through Aba Ja‘far al-Warraq explains how the manuscript came to 


be in his possession after Bukhari’s demise 


7 Mutawalli, Ziyadar, 12 
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with Firabri’s holograph cannot be overstressed. This appendix will 
shed light on Saghani’s biography and the value of his manuscript 
of the Sahih 


Biography 

The Hanafi lexicographer Radi ad-Din al-Hasan was born in Lahore 
577 AH. He owes his sobriquet “Saghani” to his ancestral land in the 
upper Oxus province of Chaghaniyan— Arabicized to Saghaniyan 
After receiving his primary education in Ghaznah (present-day 


Afghanistan), his academic travels took him to the broader Indian 


subcontinent, Yemen, Makkah and Baghdad (at the Nizamiyyah). 


In 617 AH, while in Baghdad, he served as an envoy to India for the 


Abbasid caliph Nasir and later for Mustansir.? He was a polymath and 


a prolific author,’ described by Dimyati (d. 705 AH) as an “authority 
in language, Islamic law and Hadith.” 
His forte was lexicography; he wrote a 20-volume compendium 


entitled al-Ubab az-Zakhir. He wielded an equally strong command 


of the disciplines of Hadith, as evidenced by his countless works like 
Mashariq al-Anwar (a digest of the Sahihayn celebrated as the earliest 
contribution to Hadith from an Indian scholar‘), a gloss on Sahih 


al-Bukhari, a biographical dictionary on Bukhari’s teachers,* and 


z 


treatises on forgeries,’ to name the most prominent.* In addition, he 


1 Rahman ‘A Tadhkirah Ulama-e Hind (trans. Zayn al-‘Abidin al-A‘zami), 86; Ramzi 
Baalbaki, “as-S ighan in Encyclopedia of Islam, Second Edition; Ibn as-Sa‘l, ad-Durr ath 
Thamin, 344. Saghan is also known as Sagh4n with an « longated alif. See Hamawi, Mu‘jan 
al-Udaba’, 3:1015; Hijrani, Qiladat an-Nahr, 5:311 

2 Ibn as-Sa‘i, ad-Durr ath-Thamin, 344; Ibn al-Fuwati, Majma  al-Adab, 6:49 

3 He is also re ognized for his unique style of writing. For instance, beneath the 
letter sin, he would write a letter sin in a lower font to avoid conf ising it for the letter sh 


On Saghani's style of writing, see Khan, “Introduction,” in Murtajal, 11; Aba ( 
tootnotes on Tashih al Kutut 28 

4 Dhahabi, Tarikh al-Islam, 14:63 

5 Ramzi Baalbaki, “ Saghani,” in En yclope dia of Islam, Second Edition 

6 Sezgin, Tarikh at-Turath al-Arabi, 1:252 

7 For historical context on these treatises, see Karagézoglu, Contested Avenues in 
Post-Classical Sunni Hadith Criticism, 167-68 


8 Dhahabi, Tarikh al-Islam, 14:636-638. On his expertise in Hadith, see Chisht 
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mastered Khattabi’s Maalim as-Sunan and counseled his students to 
memorize al-Qasim ibn Sallam’s Gharib al-Hadith.' He passed away on 
i9Sha‘ban 650 AH, in Baghdad, but his body was relocated to Makkah 


where he was buried according to his final wishes.” 


Saghani's Manuscript of the Sahih 

As his oeuvre suggests, Saghani took special interest in Bukhari’s 
Sahih. Furthermore, he studied the Sahih under several direct students 
of Aba ‘l-Wagt as-Sijzi (d. 553 AH), a key transmitter of the work.3 
During his stay in Baghdad, Saghani spent a considerable amount of 
time editing a particular manuscript of Sahih al-Bukhari, later entitled 
the Baghdadi manuscript. This was not the first manuscript of the 
Sahih that he wrote. Earlier while sojourning in Aden, Yemen, he 
transcribed several manuscripts, which he left there as endowments.‘ 
The most notable value of the Baghdadi manuscript lies in Saghani’s 
cross-analysis of it with another key manuscript: Firabri's holographs 


The reader may recall that Firabri had access to Bukhari’s exem- 


plar that was transcribed by his copyist Abi Ja‘far al-Warraq.° A close 
reading of Saghani’s manuscript further reveals that he had access 
to Ibrahim ibn Ma‘gil’s (d. 295 AH) recension, a direct transmitter 
from Bukhari.” In many places, Saghani alludes to material found 


exclusively in Firabri’s manuscript, e.g. commentary and preferences 


Imam-e Lughat Hasan ibn Muhammad as-Saghani al-Lahori 2, 131-136. In the 1959 edition of 
the monthly Maarif magazine, Maulana ‘Abd al-Halim Chishti contributed nine columns 
January to September) on the life and times of Saghani 

1 Hamawi, Mujam al-Udaba’, 3:1 

2 Ibnal-Fuwati, Majma‘ al-Ad 

3. Dhahabi, Tarikh al-Islam, 14:637; idem, Siyar Alam an-Nubala’, 22:97; Yasufin, 
al-Muhaddith a -Saghani wa Nuskhatuhu min as-Sahih, 3 


4 Abd Makhramah, Tarikh Thaghr ‘Adan, 8¢ 

§ Ibn Hajar, Fath al-Bari, 1:153 

6 A'‘zami, “Introduction,” in al-Jami al-Musnad as-Sahih, 15: Sezgin, Tarikh at-Turath 
> 


al-Arabi, 1:226; cf. Shifa’, Riwayat al-Jami* as-Sahih, 429-30. That Firabri gained access to 


| ’ ¢ } 

jukhari's exemplar through Aba Ja‘far al-Warrag explains how the manuscript came to 
; : 

ein his possession after Bukhari’s demis 


7 Mutawalli, Ziyadat, 12 
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~ <e manuscript. In his magnum opus, Fath al-Bari, Ibn Hajar e e 
from Bukhari,’ added information on the transmitters? and continuity pt 5 Spe sari, Ibn Hajar cites th 
: - ; : & + is ~ var Y mec 
of truncated chains.3 In one piace, he consults Firabri’s manuscript manuscript Over 100 time 
to respond to Isma‘ili’s critique of Bukhari.* Dr Samih Mutawalli The Indian lithographic print of the Sahih, meticulously produced 
details the locations of at least ten copies of Saghani’s manuscript in with marginal notes by Ahmad ‘Ali as-Saharanpari (d. 1297 AH/1880 
libraries throughout Turkey, Saudi Arabia and England ce), is an invaluable yet underappreciated work of scholarship 
Further underscoring the value of this manuscript, subsequent Saharanpuri spent ten years critically analyzing and refining his per 
1 1 1 . 1 alc rat » ahah xxitl nimbhe fs Paws tire r like 
scholars | t to good use. | distinguished commentators on sonal copy of the Sahih with a number of important manuscripts like 
1 ' © Le ee | 1 j 
the Sa ike Shams ad-Din Kirmani (d. 786 AH Badr ad-Din that of his teacher Shah Muhammad Ishaq (da. 1262 AH), an extension 
1-‘Avni (d. &< [bn Hajar al-‘Asqalani (d. 852 aH)! and Shihab of Abdullah ibn Salim al-Basri’s legendary copy.? Between 1851-1854 
i RE. S tes | 1 . 1: ghey : 
d_-Dir Oastallani (d. 922 AH)? have cited material from Saghini’s ce—decades before the celebrated Amiriyyah edition*—he produced 
the earliest print of the Sa in two volumes through his Delhi-based 
S He in printing house, Matba® Ahmadi.‘ Most important for our purposes, 
Hse Gheta tee he had at his disposal Saghani’s manuscript, for which he used the 
symbols sad/ghayn.° There are instances where Saharanputri noted 
< 2 ; 
variants from Saghani that his fellow commentators did not draw 
in i cr 
Sallam, Nuskhat al-h 5 attention to—not even Ibn Haya 
> d 
Duk! 
9 Ina ern } Dar Bashir al-Isla 
B th f S int, 2573 ide 
Introd 1 J 
Al " See Nad r Ima is 
5S / 2 ) a ise 
> i Sanih l-In [ I S t G n, 43 
M I Ur the ausp S edited i publ hed anumber 
\yni, 2 ot important Hadith 1 has § Muslir 
a While hi tir har M Anwar Shalt lami at-Tirmidhi and Ik Kull, 409 a 413 
Kashmiri (d 3 t t 1S 6 In the introducti t tion, S ranpari lists tl nt he used 
he may have not utilized it t potent I [ 1:33; ct. A the t Sal ] fu Sa 
Awad, Juhiid I laf ) cr 4 d led : S 3 see my paper H 
the manuscript th J 3 N here I i Scholarsh the Ir S nt PrantofS 
allude to material found in I [ i } S | 
- L A 4 
10S. 2 o,9 i See, f i N S 4, nos. 2, 8 and 9 
9 Qastallani, Irshad a d .d 
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Conclusion 

As contentions surrounding the disappearance of Bukhari’s exemplar 
continue to arise, one should bear in mind the famous maxim: una- 
wareness of something is not proof of its nonexistence. Countless 
manuscripts that were once assumed to have vanished have recently 
been rediscovered.* However, even if Bukhiri’s exemplar does not 
resurface, it will not affect the verac ity of the text. The practice of oral 
tradition has preserved this text from adulteration,” not to mention 
the presence of critically-acclaimed secondary and tertiary copies 


with Firabri’s holograph—a manu- 


Having be mn cross refer 


script that is on par with the exempar—Saghani’s manuscript of the 
Sahih has preserved for us an accessible, near replica of the original 
1 Fe tudy Islar I cen liscovered Nabia 
Abbotts Stud j rar nil: H 1 St ir Liter 
IT: Qur ( ? y ar lr 
2 [his is not to negate t pre of riations between ti nanuscrit yf 
Sahih. The variation tv ti nsions oO > Sahih fall under one of the following 
itegoric ener arrangement and titles of chapters); (ii) isndd-based 
phrases of transmission); and (iii) text-based (e.g. addition of a word or letter). But 
th iriations are not serious. They do not affect the rank of the Sahih or cast doubt on 
tl authenticity of its hadiths. As any special it is absolutely normal for 
such variations to occur. See ‘Abd a idir Jal n, O$-71 
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The following are two pictures of Nuwayri’s 5" handwritten copy 
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Sahih al-Bukhari is unsurprisingly the most widely recognized book 
among Muslims after the Qur'an. Curious readers of Bukhari’s magnum 
opus are often left with burning questions that lie beyond its contents. 
Who was Imam Bukhari? How and why did he write the Sahih? How 
was it transmitted? Are there any reliable extant manuscripts of the 
work? In this introduction, Dr. Mustafa al-A‘zami answers these ques- 
tions in a simple and accessible manner. This translation, alongside 
added annotations and appendices, presents and expands on al-A‘zami’s 
research for an English readership, for whom there is a dearth of 
resources on the subject. 


“The present translation performs a valuable service in its posthumous 
presentation of Dr. A‘zami’s research on Imam Bukhiri’s intellectual 
biography, critical modus operandi in compiling his Sahih, and details of 
the Sahih’s various transmissions and codices. The translator's exceptional 
annotations and appendices only enhance an already rich text for those 
interested in the history of the preservation of Bukhari’s seminal work.” 


— MAWLANA BILAL ALI ANSARI, Darul Qasim, USA 


“Finally, an academic and scholarly introduction to one of the most 
celebrated works of Islam after the Glorious Qur’an. After being sur- 
rounded by enigma, this well-researched study will discuss the biog- 
raphy of Imam Bukhari, details of his teachers, students, transmitters 
and his meticulous work and diligence in producing his masterpiece, 
and it will provide satisfying responses to critics of its authenticity.” 


—DR MUFTI ABDUR-RAHMAN MANGERA, Whitethread Institute, UK 


